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With 2013 upon us, our 

celebration of the 90th An-

niversary of the Junior 

League of Columbus would 

be incomplete without a 

pause to consider the ways 

in which the League has 

served its community 

through the years. 

As a member-run organ-

ization, the initiatives in 

which the Junior League of 

Columbus chooses to invest 

reflect its members’ priori-

ties, some of which have 

changed, and some of 

which have remained consistent over 

time. The past 90 years have seen the 

landscape of the League—and Colum-

bus—experience significant change. The 

League has blossomed from a group of 

eleven women in 1923 to a membership 

of more than 500 women today, in a city 

that has simultaneously grown. Con-

sistent over the course of the League’s 

history is that its members choose to 

serve and engage the community via var-

ied educational initiatives.  

The League’s service through educa-

tion has manifested itself in numerous 

ways: teaching young people practical 

skills, engaging youth in the arts through 

theater, promoting childhood literacy, 

investing in the League’s next generation 

by promoting leadership skills in girls and 

young women, and designing program-

ming to address issues young people face 

(Continued on page 7) 

Happy 90th Anniversary, Junior League of Columbus! 

Commitment to Education: A Consistent Theme for 90 Years 

League members in the 1970s hard at work, renovat-

ing the Kelton House. 

Giving to the League’s endowment 

fund is a great way to mark our special 

milestone, while helping to ensure our 

future sustainability.     An endowment 

is designed to continue forever, making 

it possible to provide financial support 

over the long-term. Growing our en-

dowment continues  to be a priority. 

Gifts made to the endowment now will 

have an impact for years to come. All 

donations to the endowment are consid-

ered a charitable donation and tax de-

ductible.    

 Donations to the endowment can be 

made at any time. An easy opportunity 

is at the end of the League year when 

renewing membership. At that time, 

you have the option to round up your 

dues by the amount of your choice and 

designate those funds to  the endow-

ment. The endowment also accepts ap-

preciated securities, closely held stock, 

real estate, life insurance and gifts of 

qualified retirement.   

If you would like to contribute to 

the League’s endowment, you can send 

your gift to:  

 

Junior League of Columbus 

583 Franklin Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43215-4715  

Write “Endowment” in the Memo line 

of the check 

Or to:  

Junior League of Columbus,  

Endowment Fund 

c/o The Columbus Foundation 

1234 E. Broad Street 

Columbus, OH 43205-1453. 

To donate by phone or for more 

information, call the Junior League  

Office at 614–464–2717. 

Commemorate the League’s 90
th 

Anniversary with Gift to Endowment 
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Leigh Anne Strahler 
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Karlye Martin 
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Linda Martin 
Management Council Chair 

 

Amber Merl 
Management Council Vice Chair 

 

Ratna Platt 
Treasurer 

 

Elizabeth Zuercher 
Recording Secretary 

  

Jessica Schaadt 
Board Administrator 

 

Georgeanne Reuter 
Executive Director Kelton House  

Museum and Garden 
 

Deb Cummings  
Sustainer Representative 

 

Becky Keglewitsch 
Sustainer Representative 

    2013 marks the 90th anniversary of the Junior League of Colum-

bus. Since 1923, the League has been actively improving our com-

munity and training volunteers who make a difference in the lives of 

others. 

    It is a time to reflect on our mission...an organization of women 

committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of 

women, and improving communities through the effective action 

and leadership of 

trained volunteers. It is 

a time to reflect on the 

impact that we have 

made in the Columbus 

community…from the 

eleven original founding members who developed, improved and sustained programs 

for the benefit of our community to the 600+ members that are part of the League to-

day. It is a time to reflect on the personal meaning that we have received from the 

League including enduring friendships, strong networks and a passion for the commu-

nity in which we live. 

During the first half of the 2012 – 2013 year, we have celebrated our successes. 

Our September General Membership Meeting was held at the Kelton House to cele-

brate an important part of our past as well as significant part of our future. Since 1976, 

the League has raised more than $2 million to fund the Kelton House as well as pro-

vide thousands of volunteer hours to our community. The Underground Railroad 

Learning Station saw a 20 percent increase in visitors over the last year with 3,600 

children and 700 adults participating in the program.   

We continue our focus on issue-based community impact by exploring top commu-

nity issues, as voted on by League Members last April. In September, we spent time 

learning about teen pregnancy and the challenges many girls in our community face. In 

November, we learned about STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathe-

matics) education as well as challenges associate with access to higher education with 

at a meeting hosted by Battelle Memorial Institute. The Community Impact Council is 

working to identify pilot programs for these key topics as we continue to define where 

the League would like to devote our time and resources.  

The Fund Development teams have been busy as well pulling off two major events, 

Bargain Box and Holiday Tour of Homes, this fall. These events bring in crucial dol

(Continued on page 6) 

A Message from Leigh Anne Strahler 

JLC President 2012-2013 
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t The Junior League of Columbus 

is an organization of women 

committed to promoting volunta-

rism, developing the potential of 

women and improving the com-

munity through the effective ac-

tion and leadership of trained 

volunteers. Its purpose is exclu-

sively educational and charitable. 

V
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The Junior League of Columbus 

is the community’s leading re-

source for trained volunteers. 

Through our programs and the 

Kelton House Museum and Gar-

den, we educate the community, 

preserve the past and build for 

the future of Columbus. 
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t The Junior League of Columbus 

reaches out to women of all rac-

es, colors, religions, and national 

origins, 22 years of age and old-

er, who demonstrate an interest 

in and a commitment to volunta-

rism. 
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JLC Welcomes 46 New Members at Annual Retreat 
The New Member Retreat was a great success this year!  Everyone had a 

great time mixing and mingling before the official business began.  Our Presi-

dent, Leigh Anne Strahler, kicked off the day.  We also heard from the Bargain 

Box team, and they got the crowd fired up for our largest event of the year!  

Thanks to Kelly Hunter for sharing her experiences with the League and inspir-

ing our New Members.  The day also included a placement fair where the New 

Members were able to learn about the councils, their events, and placement 

opportunities. 

The New Member Coordination Team would like to thank all of those who 

made the day a success.  

Welcome to Our New Members 

Maggie Abbulone 

Alicia Adams 

Nicole Allen 

Kristen Beal 

Katie Bechtel 

Natalie Booth 

Brooke Boswell 

Simi Botic 

Kate Burke 

Amanda Caldwell Tarr 

Andrea Cappel 

Anjali Chavan 

Kate Christobek 

Leanne Colton 

Cristina Cosa-Pitts 

Kelly Cousins 

Catherine Craine 

Sophia Davis 

Deena Divelbiss 

Megan Dunphy 

Jamie Eastman 

Treisa Fox 

Angela Giddings 

Kristin Good 

Linda Greene 

Tracy Grody 

Jennifer Halas 

Melissa Hanning 

Lauren Hoon 

Dana Jay 

Emily Kiracofe 

Cara Lawson 

Anna MacIntosh 

Julie Marx 

Adrienne Morey 

Marisa Nye 

Emily Pucker 

Tara Santarelli 

Nicole Savage 

Jenna Shaker 

Jessica Thomas 

Mary Frances Wedekind 

Emily Wickham 

Amber Williams 

Katherine Yontz 

Shauna Zmuda 

 

2012-13 New Active Members 

Ashley Arndt 

Alexa Blank 

Jacqueline Blount 

Jessica Brown 

Valerie Bugg 

Patrice Davis 

Kristin Fazzio 

Jillian Garrick 

Melissa Hailey 

Meredith Harrison 

Andrea Hayden 

Catie Ingram 

Sonya Kimmet 

Jaelene Krug 

Elizebeth Maag 

Cheryl Newton 

Christin Parsons 

Carri Ponigar 

Lauren Porteus 

Jessica Rannow 

Sarah Schofield 

Sarah Schregardus 

Erin Seils 

Stephanie Sipek 

Tiffany Taylor 

Sigrid Traul  

 

2012-2013 New Sustainers 

Jennifer Applbaum 

Jennifer Avoli 

Erin Bowden 

Colleen Lora Clark 

Stephanie Gottemoeller 

Courtney Kramer 

Karla Long 

Bridget McKeon 

Ellie Merritt 

Molly O’Reilly 

Kara Rappolt 

Patty Sexton 

Allison Staloch 

Amie Willis 

Anne Zavarella 

 

2011-2012 Presidents’  

Award Winners 

Maria Ilig 

Melissa Kruse 

Jenny Swain 

Sarah Tyler 

 

2011-2012 Rising Star  

Award Winner 

Sarah Schofield 

 

Congratulations to our  

2012 Community Award Winner 

Maria Durant   

New members learn about the League at their 

New Member Retreat. 

Got Friends? 
Friends are welcome to attend any up-

coming League events or to join in any 

community or League volunteering you 

know they will enjoy.  If you have ques-

tions or would like to add someone to our 

list of potential New Members, contact: 

  

Lesli Lawrence  

lawrence_lesli@msn.com 

614-975-9067  

       or 

Ann Lund 
avklund@yahoo.com 
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The Kids in the Kitchen Program is off to a strong start for the 

2012-13 League year. In October, the KITK team supplied healthy 

snacks for the Red Nose Run. The group made contact with 437 peo-

ple. Snacks included smoothies and veggie wraps, which were passed 

out with a side of KITK information.  

In November, KITK hosted its second event at the Mid Ohio Food 

Bank for more than fifty kids. The event had four stations, including a 

pizza making demo, pizza box decorating station, spaghetti squash 

prep and tasting station and healthy eating sugar content interactive 

station. 

This spring, KITK will be hosting its annual event at the American 

Culinary Institute, which is always an exciting day full of energetic 

kids and enthusiastic volunteers! Additionally, we will be hosting a 

contest for children to design a garden plot for the Decorator Show-

case home located in Bexley. The winning design will be planted in 

the spring. Visit jlcolumbus.org for more details on upcoming events! 

JLC Cooks It Up with Kids in the Kitchen 

Kids in the Kitchen team members and the array of tasty 
snacks they prepared for the Red Nose Run 

In 2011-12, the Junior League of Co-

lumbus began our journey to transition 

the League to an issue-based community 

impact model. An Ad Hoc committee was 

established to do a research to learn about 

needs and issues that are important to the 

Central Ohio community. This research 

involved reaching out to a variety of local 

non-profits and leaders to learn where our 

League might have an opportunity to 

make a deep and lasting impact. 

Additionally, the Ad Hoc committee 

worked towards educating membership 

on issue-based topics that we were evalu-

ating. One tangible way many active 

members were included in this process 

was a “Dot Exercise” which happened at 

a spring general membership meeting. At 

this meeting, a large list of community 

issues were posted and members were 

given several dot stickers to place next to 

the issues that they felt were most im-

portant, and that they would be most in-

terested in participating. 

This year, the work of the Ad Hoc 

committee has transitioned to the Com-

munity Impact Council. The Quick Im-

pact committee and the Chair and Vice 

Chair have been working on the next 

steps of the Issue Based journey.  JLC 

narrowed down the possible issues to 

Obesity/Nutrition, Access to Higher Edu-

cation and Domestic Violence.  

In the first half of the League year, 

Community Impact worked towards 

bringing community speakers to GMMs 

to discuss these topics. At the September 

GMM, Cortesha Sanders, the founder of 

Mothers Helping Mothers (http://

mhmteen.org/), spoke about the oppor-

tunity she saw for young teen mothers in 

need of support in Columbus. Her organi-

zation is dedicated to helping young 

mothers receive mentorship and educa-

tional encouragement, which promotes 

self-esteem and enhances teen parenting 

skills. At the November GMM, Dr. Bill 

Wise, the Superintendent of South West-

ern City Schools, spoke about access to 

higher education and the importance of 

supporting families and children so the 

entire community improves.  

Beginning in the spring, the JLC will 

begin to pilot projects focused on each of 

the proposed Issue-Based areas. The Re-

quest for Proposal to non-profits was 

posted in October to solicit non-profit 

partnership opportunities that are aligned 

with the three possible issues. Following 

the pilot projects, membership engage-

ment and community impact will be eval-

uated to determine which project might 

be the best fit for our members and our 

community. 

In 2013-14, we will select a issue to 

focus on for the upcoming years, and we 

will launch a new pilot project. The idea 

of moving towards Issue Based is to en-

courage a long lasting and deeply impact-

ful portfolio of projects. By leveraging 

multiple strategies and tactics, we will be 

able to deepen our impact in the commu-

nity. This means that we will work to 

incorporate existing projects, and align 

them towards the broad issue. Additional-

ly, the secondary objective of moving to 

issue-based community impact is to allow 

membership new development opportuni-

ties to learn, develop, and share skills to 

become community and civic leaders. 

We look forward to moving the 

League into this new phase, and are excit-

ed for what these changes will mean to 

our members and the local community. 

For questions,  please contact Community 

Impact Vice Chair Mary Malphurs at 

mary.malphurs@gmail.com.   

Focus Shifts to Issue-Based Community Impact  

http://mhmteen.org/
http://mhmteen.org/
mailto:mary.malphurs@gmail.com


Winter 2013  Page  5  

64th Annual Bargain Box Is a Roaring Success  

Every year, 

League volunteers 

work tirelessly to 

make the next Bar-

gain Box even more 

successful than the 

one that came be-

fore. This year’s 

64th annual Bargain 

Box was no excep-

tion. 

Led by Suzanne 

Miller and co-

chaired by Lee Ann 

Schwope, the Bar-

gain Box team be-

gan working in the 

winter months of 

2012.  

They coordinat-

ed neighborhood 

drop-offs, sorted 

donations at the 

warehouse, and 

pallet-wrapped 

everything to be 

taken over to Vet’s 

Memorial for the 

Oct. 5-6 sale.  

The result was an impressive 157 

pallets of merchandise that spanned 

across departments like Boutique, Lawn 

and Garden, and Home Décor. This in-

cluded some brand new merchandise 

donated by local business partners, Lar-

son’s Toys & Games, Thirty-One Gifts, 

Bob Evans and Big Lots. To make the 

sale a success, Bargain Box relies on both 

new merchandise and the gently used 

quality items from our loyal members 

and sustainers. The Bargain Box team is 

grateful to everyone who donated this 

impressive collection of merchandise. 

In fact, if you watched the news, you 

might have seen some JLC members or 

their children sporting some of the fabu-

lous wares available for purchase. Both 

NBC4’s Robyn Haines and Good Day 

Columbus highlighted Bargain Box on 

their morning programs. We were grate-

ful for both this coverage and for the sup-

port from several big names in the Co-

lumbus community who donated to our 

new feature, the Celebrity Closet. This 

area was part of a silent auction on Oct. 

5, and some lucky shoppers were able to 

win one-of-a-kind items from Jack Han-

na, Angela Ann, WNCI Morning Zoo, 

Shawn Ireland, Jeni Britton Bauer, and 

the Ohio State University. 

Between this new feature and the 

newly designed layout for the Women’s 

and Children’s area, shoppers reported 

that all of the hard work from the stead-

fast Bargain Box team and JLC volun-

teers really paid off.  

As chair Suzanne Miller mentioned, 

“We've received numerous letters and 

phone calls from customers after the sale 

saying what a great sale they thought it 

was. The sale ran as seamlessly as it 

could, and I think that's totally due to 

Bargain Box having one of the best teams 

in the JLC!” 

After the sale concluded, volunteers 

from local charities came to take any 

merchandise that could be of use to their 

organizations and the clients they serve. 

Remaining items were donated to the St. 

Stephen’s Community House. 

Bargain Box has been the premier 

rummage sale in the Columbus Commu-

nity since 1948, and there is no way to 

pull off an event like this without the 

time, merchandise, and support donated 

by every JLC member. Thank you to eve-

ryone who helped to make this year’s 

event such a great success. 

Bargain Box volunteers contributed, literally, hundreds of hours to 

make the 2012 event a success.  
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(Continued from page 2) 

lars that allow us to keep giving back funding to our community. 

We greatly appreciate the support of the homeowners who 

opened their doors to us and the community for our holiday tour. 

From a planning perspective, we are continuing to look for ways 

to diversify our funding by identifying corporate partnerships, 

donor giving campaigns and grants that can 

help supplement our fundraising.  

Our Sustainers have been busy too! We 

had strong attendance at  the Sustainer 

Cocktail Party at Bargain Box, the Sustainer 

Homecoming Luncheon in November, and 

the Sustainer / New Member Cocktail Party 

in January. We have had several Sustainers 

volunteer to work with our teams as well. 

We continue to look for additional sustain-

ers to work one-on-one with our Councils 

and to share their expertise. 

Overall, we’re off to a busy start. We 

have an exciting second half of the year 

with our Spring Gala Casino Couture event 

honoring Sustainer Diane Selby. We’ll be 

celebrating our 90th anniversary there as 

well.  

We have a full range of projects on the 

agenda with the Adopt-a-Backpack for Children 

(ABC) Project, Kids in the Kitchen, and addi-

tional Quick Impact projects getting underway.  We will also be 

recruiting for new members to join the League.  

Thank you for continuing to support the Junior League of 

Columbus. Without you, we could not implement the programs 

that we have in place nor identify future unfilled needs. 

Members Volunteer with Big Brothers Big Sisters  

On Sept.11, more than 250 guests attended the Summer Festival for Columbus Big Brothers Big Sisters.  Junior League volun-

teers helped set up this event, passed out books and backpacks, organized games and painted faces.  The Summer Festival focused on 

education and health resources at the beginning of the school year.  This annual festival was a partnership between our volunteers 

and BBBS that came out of a Quick Impact grant.   

Sara Barton helps a family select new books for the school year. Lauren Stowe Jones talks to young guests about the importance of 

healthy snacks. 

2011- 2012 Community Impact 

 2,288 pounds of food donated to feed local families 

 $35,000 raised to fund more than 5,000 backpacks filled with school supplies  

 115 pallets of gently used goods donated to Bargain Box 

 5,000 healthy recipe booklets printed for local children and parents 

 20 girls with newfound confidence and newly trained in zip-lining thanks to 

leadership training at Camp Mary Orton 

 2,100 dental hygiene kits assembled for low-income elementary school kids 

 40 blankets handmade by League members for children in foster care 

 3,200 diapers donated to help low income moms care for their babies 

 $43,800 of merchandise sold at Bargain Box 

 70 Girl Scouts who earned a badge at the Kelton House 

 180 books and 430 bookmarks donated to at-risk youth to promote literacy 

 3,600 children and 700 adults educated at the Underground Railroad Learning 

Center  

 500 visitors who took the Audio Tour at the Kelton House 

 16,785 lives impacted… and counting! 
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Plan Your Special Event at Kelton House  

The Kelton House Museum & Garden provides the perfect backdrop for a story-

book garden wedding, classic bridal or baby shower or any number of special events. 

The beautiful garden and stately town home provide backdrops for photos you will 

cherish forever. The indoor space is warm and inviting. 

The Kelton House Museum can accommodate 150 guests for a cocktail-style event 

and 100-140 guests for a sit-down lunch/dinner, depending on the season. 

Please call the Kelton House Special Events Coordinator Chuck Miller at (614) 464

-2022 to make an appointment to see this historic residence. A discount is available for 

Junior League members. 

Become a Friend  

of the Kelton House 

Becoming a Friend of the Kelton 

House not only supports the ongoing 

restoration and operation of the Kelton 

House Museum & Garden, but also pro-

vides many tangible benefits to the 

Friend, such as free admission to the 

Sunday Lecture Series, attendance at the 

Annual Friends Brunch, complimentary 

admission to the Museum during regular 

tour times, four complimentary admis-

sions to the Victorian Holiday Open 

Houses, and advance notification of Kel-

ton House Museum programs.  

Friends also receive a 10% discount 

in the Museum Shop, which carries a 

variety of wonderful Victorian-inspired 

gifts. A subscription to The Keltoni-

an rounds out a full array of benefits. 

Friends of the Kelton House provide 

critical funding to continue the restora-

tion of the Museum's interior.  

Friends' dollars help preserve and, in 

some cases, purchase the Museum's 

beautiful brocades, colorful carpets, and 

distinctive accessories, all carefully re-

searched to recreate an authentic Victori-

an milieu. 

 

To Join Friends of the Kelton House 

       You may pay by check, payable to 

Junior League of Columbus—Kelton 

House Fund, or with your MasterCard or 

VISA, (please include your credit card  

number, expiration date, signature, and 

the zip  code to which your bill comes), 

and mail to: 

Kelton House Museum & Garden 

586 E. Town Street 

Columbus, OH 43215 

Attn: Friends Chair  

Heritage Society  $1,000 and above  

The Kelton Society  $250 to $999 

Preservationist  $100 to $249 

Educator  $50 to $99 

Friend  $35 to $49 

today, such as bullying and childhood 

obesity. In addition, the Kelton House 

Museum & Garden has educated the 

community on life in the second half of 

the 19th century as well as the Kelton 

Family and their role in the Underground 

Railroad. These educational initiatives 

continue to be excellent ways in which 

the League utilizes its members’ skills 

and service. 

As Columbus has evolved, so have 

the challenging issues it faces. The 

League’s community involvement has 

evolved as well, seeking to provide solu-

tions to those challenges. For example, in 

1926 the League’s first large community 

service project was teaching young pa-

tients at area hospitals the skills of leath-

erworking and basket weaving. Today the 

League still strives to provide education-

based services to empower young people 

with useful knowledge and skills. An 

embodiment of that goal is Kids in the 

Kitchen, the program the League 

launched in 2006 to focus on healthy 

eating and reducing childhood obesity. In 

addition, our Underground Railroad 

Learning Center educated 3,600 children 

and 700 adults during the 2011 League 

Year (an increase of 20% of the prior 

year).  

 Looking to the next 90 years, there 

can be no doubt that the Junior League of 

Columbus will continue to work towards 

ensuring future generations of Columbus 

citizens will have educational opportuni-

ties provided by the partnership of the 

League and the community. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Diane Selby named 2013 Sustainer Honoree 

Her 48 years of community service  

to be celebrated at Spring Gala 

“Always willing, always enthusiastic 

and always knowledgeable.” That’s how 

Diane Selby’s nominators describe her. 

Selby was selected to be the sustainer 

honoree for the JLC’s 2013 Spring Gala, 

which will be held in April. Her selection 

was announced during the sustainer cock-

tail party held at Veterans Memorial dur-

ing the week of Bargain Box prepara-

tions.  

Selby has been a member of the JLC 

for 48 years. She has spent the past 32 

years as a sustainer, volunteering as a 

Kelton House docent and in the commu-

nity. 

“She has always been willing to help 

in whatever capacity she’s needed and 

(done so) over a 30-year period. She ex-

emplifies the attitude and behavior of a 

true Junior League of Columbus mem-

ber,” her nominators wrote. 

She joined the league in 1963 at age 

23. “I think I was the only person in my 

provisional class who was employed – 

how times have changed,” Selby said. 

Selby held a variety of league posi-

tions, including serving on the board for 

about seven or eight years. Her participa-

tion on league task forces and ad hoc 

committees included serving on the origi-

nal task force that studied the possible 

uses for the Kelton properties. 

“I did not like history until after I was 

involved with the Kelton House,” Selby 

said.  

Her interest in the house stemmed 

from 1961 when as a college student she 

worked part time at Kappa Kappa Gam-

ma Fraternity headquarters, which is still 

located down the street from the Kelton 

House. Selby and the other college stu-

dents working at Kappa headquarters 

were invited to tea at the home of neigh-

bor Grace Kelton, who asked all of the 

young women about their career aspira-

tions after college.  

Kelton made an impression on Selby 

as did the Town Street neighborhood. “I 

would ride the bus from the OSU campus 

down High Street to Lazarus (department 

store) and then walk on Town Street to 

work.  The neighborhood was not great. 

… So 15 years later when Grace died and 

the Junior League was interested in the 

property, I felt obliged to say how bad the 

area really was with crime and neglect,” 

said Selby who by then was working full 

time at the Kappa headquarters down the 

street.  

“I felt they needed to be sure our 

members would really come to that area 

for meetings and support the project for 

more than a year or two. Once the league 

voted to accept the project, I wanted to do 

all I could to see it succeed. I feel like I 

have grown up on Town Street.” 

A couple of years later, Selby was the 

chair of the Kelton properties, which then 

numbered six buildings. Her interesting 

experiences included having burglar 

alarms go off 19 times within the first 24 

hours her name was registered as the 

chair. That and other experiences could 

fill a book, but Selby is the first to credit 

others with making the Kelton House the 

vibrant museum it is today. 

“I had an absolutely fabulous, large 

committee dedicated to the Kelton House 

– both actives and sustainers – each per-

son would have made a great chair, but 

they all wanted to work on their particular 

area of expertise. I loved working with all 

of those people. Each person gave their 

heart and soul. … Hundreds of members 

worked together to make this miracle 

happen,” Selby said. 

In addition to preparing the main 

house for use as a museum, the League 

had to band together to save the carriage 

house. The City of Columbus had posted 

“condemned” signs on the carriage house, 

giving the league two weeks to fix it or 

have it demolished.  

“We had to do a lot of fundraising to 

be able to pay the contractors’ bills and 

keep everyone working and on schedule. 

Every week I would visit the city office 

and give a progress report, and they 

would extend our time another two 

weeks.” 

Selby said she also had the pleasure of 

serving as the JLC representative on the 

Columbus Blue Plan Committee, which 

was the forerunner to the Mid-Ohio Re-

gional Planning Commission, and the 

Columbus Arts Council. For the latter, 

she co-chaired the first Music in the Air 

series, free summer concerts at Franklin 

Park. Her co-chair was the late Thomas 

Moyer who would become the chief jus-

tice of the Ohio Supreme Court. The en-

tertainers she met that summer included 

singer Nancy Wilson. 

She also served on the Town Franklin 

Neighborhood Task Force as well as a 

task force that established libraries in 

inner city elementary schools.  

Outside of the League, Selby and her 

husband, David, raised three daughters. 

She also enjoyed a career that included 

(Continued on page 11) 

Diane Selby, 2013 Sustainer Honoree 
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Mary Austin-Palmer seemed to have 

it all—a high-powered career in city gov-

ernment and a busy volunteer schedule. 

However, what many people did not 

know was that Austin-Palmer harbored a 

secret: diagnosed with the autoimmune 

disease lupus, she was battling failing 

kidneys that required her to have a trans-

plant in 2005.  

Despite her health challenges, Austin-

Palmer became Chief Deputy of Franklin 

County Clerk of Courts, in addition to 

having served as the first African-

American president of the JLC, as well as 

being named a YWCA Woman of 

Achievement in 2007. She helped create 

the Underground Railroad Learning Sta-

tion at the Kelton House, was a board 

member of the Columbus Cancer Clinic,  

a Girl Scouts trustee, and was the founder 

of the Noe Bixby Scenic Byway Associa-

tion. Austin-Palmer also was active in 

Mayor Michael Coleman’s Capital Kids, 

which is an after-school network of pro-

grams. 

Unfortunately, the transplanted kidney 

began to fail in 2007. At the time, Austin-

Palmer was serving on a JLC committee 

that was working to recreate a portion of 

a slave ship for the King Arts Complex. 

She mentioned her health troubles during 

a meeting, which led Wendy Pestrue, a 

transfer from Texas, to offer one of her 

kidneys to a woman she barely knew. 

Despite not being a match for Austin-

Palmer, Pestrue began to research a donor 

exchange program, which would grant 

Austin-Palmer a kidney in exchange for 

Pestrue’s donation to another patient. 

Austin-Palmer’s health continued to 

deteriorate. Frustrated and weak, Austin-

Palmer began to receive dialysis treat-

ments, doubtful that she would ever get 

well.  After 2 years of treatments, Austin-

(Continued on page 11) 

‘Do-Gooders’ Gather for  

Annual Homecoming Lunch 

62 women came together for the sustainers’ homecoming luncheon in November. 

“You’re in a room with 60 other do-gooders,” organizer Connie Jump told those 

attending the Nov. 15 luncheon at the Scioto Country Club in Upper Arlington. Jump 

listed a few of the many projects undertaken by the League. “We’ve been do-gooders 

in Columbus for 90 years,” Jump said. 

Also speaking was JLC President Leigh Anne Strahler, who added that this is an 

exciting year because the League is celebrating its 90th anniversary. “The JLC has 

made significant contributions over the past 90 years,” Strahler said. “The world has 

changed during the past 90 years, and we have changed. But one thing that hasn’t 

changed is that we join the JLC to impact the community and meet unfulfilled needs.” 

Strahler added that sustainers are encouraged to renew or continue their League 

involvement. Our League demographics have changed, and we have more newer mem-

bers. “Frequently we are asked what we need from sustainers,” Strahler said. “We need 

you to consider sharing your time, talents, and resources.” 

One sustainer who has been sharing her time and talents with the league since 1963 

is Diane Selby, who was introduced as the sustainer honoree for the JLC Casino Cou-

ture fundraiser being held April 27 at the Sheraton at Capitol Square. 

Many sustainers also attended the new member-sustainer social chaired by Mary 

Oellermann and Julie Smerdelin Jan. 31. It was a wonderful opportunity for sustainers 

to meet many of the 44 new League members. 

Top: Jenny Swain, Marilyn Dennis, Sandra 

Matarrese-Keeling and Sandy McIntyre. 

Bottom: Chris Hune, Jennifer Campbell 

Peterson and Anne DeVoe. All are at the 

Sustainer Cocktail Hour at Bargain Box. 

Sustainer Credits League with Saving her Life 

Mary Austin-Palmer 
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Kelton House Celebrates Downton Abbey at Gala 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, June 9, 75 guests cele-

brated the Kelton House Museum and 

Garden at its annual gala with a  

Downton Abbey theme this year. 

Guests were transported to the English 

countryside and many wore period 

costumes to help complete the muse-

um’s transformation. The evening in-

cluded dinner, a cigar bar, and live and 

silent auctions. More than $12,000 was 

grossed to benefit the educational pro-

grams of the museum.  

Left: Vicki Leavitt, Tina Gehres, Rita Lyons. Center: Amy McMullen and Friend. 

Right: Bill & Cornelia Ferguson. Top: Chuck Miller, Dee Hedges, Geoff Dean 

KELTON HOUSE MUSEUM 

AND GARDEN ANNUAL GALA 

SAVE THE DATE! 
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working as a high school teacher, as an 

editor and information specialist for Kap-

pa headquarters and as executive director 

of the Mortar Board national office at The 

Ohio State University, where she retired 

in 2007 after 20 years.  

As a member of the OSU Mortar 

Board Alumni Council, she served on the 

committee that raised $300,000 for the 

renovation of the university library.  

She also is a founder of the Ladybugs 

& Buckeyes, a non-profit organization 

that has produced presentations related to 

historic clothing and Ohio throughout the 

state since 1973.  

Sebly also volunteered with Twig 53, 

Pleasure Guild, Girl Scouts, United Way, 

Childhood League, Children’s Hospital’s 

Festival of Trees and her church and her 

daughters’ schools.  

Now she is president of the OSU Re-

tirees Association and president-elect of 

the Worthington Women’s Club. And, of 

course, she’s still involved with Kappa 

and the Kelton House. 

As far as her involvement with the 

Kelton House, her nominators wrote, 

“Diane has continually served as a docent 

from the program’s beginnings. She cur-

rently volunteers both as a regular docent 

and in the Underground Railroad pro-

gram. She is always willing, always en-

thusiastic and always knowledgeable,” 

her nominators wrote. 

But Selby said she is the fortunate one 

on the receiving end. “I have received so 

much more than I have given to the Jun-

ior League. It is surely true that the more 

involved you get, the more you gain,” 

Selby said. “Every hour spent was worth-

while – the training, educational pro-

grams and exposure to the needs of the 

Columbus area were all-encompassing. I 

learned the synergy of working together – 

how to agree to disagree sometimes to 

move forward at board meetings – to del-

egate and really let people do their job – 

and the art of recognizing accomplish-

ments and giving credit to those who 

earned it.   

“We all join the League for various 

reasons, but we work together because of 

the people and friendships made. Serving 

the community together is a reward in 

itself. Learning to plan, prepare, execute 

and evaluate are lifetime skills that helped 

me later with family and business endeav-

ors.” 

Despite her impressive volunteer ca-

reer inside and outside of the League, 

Selby said she was “totally surprised” to 

be named the sustainer honoree as well as 

“humbled and honored.”  

Selby said, “Compared to all of the 

wonderful women I’ve been privileged to 

know and work with in the Junior 

League, I cannot imagine why I was se-

lected – but it is an honor I will cherish. It 

makes me want to do whatever I can to be 

sure other young women have the same 

wonderful opportunity to grow, learn and 

gather friends from the Junior League.” 

 

(Selby continued from page 8) 

Palmer began to experience problems 

with fluid imbalances. “They asked me 

what my final wishes were, “says Austin-

Palmer. “And then a nurse told me that I 

had too much to live for. At that point, I 

had given up.” Austin-Palmer slipped into 

a coma, but she woke a few days later, 

determined to get better. 

Rather than face the daily demands 

that typically face dialysis patients—four 

45-minute treatment cycles per day— 

Austin-Palmer opted to administer the 

treatments to herself at home. According 

to Austin-Palmer, she had to stop work-

ing, in order to focus on her health, but 

volunteering was the hardest thing for her 

to give up. Despite the sacrifices she had 

to make, Austin-Palmer was determined 

to get herself strong enough, in the event 

that a second transplant was a possibility. 

After 2 years of self-administered 

dialysis, Austin-Palmer began to wonder 

if a second transplant would ever happen. 

She describes that phase of her life as a 

“roller coaster ride” because of the fluctu-

ations in her condition that came because 

of medications. Unbeknownst to Austin-

Palmer, Pestrue never gave up on finding 

her a match, despite having moved to 

Philadelphia.”I, myself, had given up,” 

says Austin-Palmer. “Only a Junior 

League woman would do what it takes to 

get it done. She gave me a second chance 

at life… What more can you do as a vol-

unteer? She fulfilled the League’s mis-

sion, literally.” 

Then, in 2011, the call Austin-Palmer 

had only dreamed of finally came: a do-

nor match had been found for her. In Sep-

tember, Austin-Palmer and two other 

recipients received new kidneys at the 

Wexner Medical Center (formerly known 

as the OSU Medical Center).   Austin-

Palmer’s recovery was described by her 

medical team as “record-breaking” and 

she continues to get stronger and even 

attended Casino Couture a mere 5 months 

after her surgery. 

“I’m doing great,” Austin-Palmer 

says. “And I thank the Junior League for 

saving my life and giving me a second 

chance…If you can donate, do it!” 

For more information about kidney 

donation, please visit the National Kidney 

Registry website at http://

(Austin-Palmer continued from page 9) 

“It is an honor I will 

cherish. It makes me 

want to do whatever I can 

to be sure other young 

women have the same 

wonderful opportunity to 

grow, learn and gather 

friends from the Junior 

League.” 

- Diane Selby 
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Corporate Sponsors 

Alex’s Bistro 

The Andy Warhol Museum 

Art by Lindsey Gale 

Arthur Murray Dance Studio 

Babushka’s Kitchen 

Barcelona Restaurant 

Belhorn Auctions 

Big Burrito Restaurant Group 

Bluescreek Farm Meats 

Bob Evans Farms 

Borror Properties 

Bravo/Brio Restaurant Group 

Brown-Forman 

Cameron Mitchell Restaurants 

Carnegie Museums of  

Pittsburgh 

CATCO-Phoenix 

Charlie Rose Knits 

The Children’s Museum of 

Cleveland 

Chipotle 

Cincinnati Museum Center 

Cincinnati Reds 

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical 

Garden 

Cleveland Browns 

The Cleveland Orchestra 

Cleveland Zoo 

Columbus Athletic Club 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Columbus Brewing Company 

Columbus Children’s Theatre 

Columbus Clippers 

Columbus Country Club 

Columbus Crew 

Columbus Museum of Art 

Columbus Symphony Orchestra 

Columbus Zoo & Aquarium 

Container Store - Easton 

COSI 

Cute as a Button 

Dance Plus Ballroom 

Dayton Society of Natural  

History 

Donatos Pizza 

Dublin Cleaners & New Albany 

Cleaners 

Dublin Dance Center &  

Gymnastics 

Dublin Irish Festival 

Due Amici 

Easy Street Café  

Fitness Edge 

Embassy Suites Hotel  

Columbus 

Fairy Tale Farms 

Figlio 

Flowers on Orchid Lane 

FoodHop LLC 

For Rapids Indoor Waterpark 

Resort 

The Funny Bone Comedy Club 

& Restaurant 

G. Michael’s Bistro 

Galaxy Games and Golf 

Giuseppe’s Ritrovo 

Gooseberry Patch 

The Granville Inn 

Hampton Inn Suites – Down-

town Columbus  

Hocking Hills Canopy Tours 

Igloo Letterpress 

J Lambert Photography 

Jazz Arts Group 

JOJO Photography and Film 

K Squared Designs 

K.A. Menendian Rug Gallery 

Kimberly’s Diamond Corner 

Kingdom of Bounce 

King’s Island 

Locker Soccer Academy 

Lori Sudler Photography 

Louise’s Needleworks 

Mad River Mountain 

Magic Mountain 

Martin Carpet Cleaning 

Mass Appeal Catering 

Miller Coors 

Mimi Café 

Morgan House 

Mozarts Bakery and Piano Café 

Music Go Round – Columbus 

Newport Aquarium 

The Ohio State Department of 

Theatre 

Oilerie 

Pearly Vine 

Pink Moon Cupcake Bakery 

Pittsburgh Pirates 

Pittsburgh Steelers 

PK O’Ryans Irish Pub 

Prizebite.com 

Pro Football Hall of Fame 

Promusica Chamber Orchestra 

Recipe Express 

Refectory Restaurant 

Rife’s Market 

RL Memories Photography 

Rozella Mae’s  

Same Creations 

Schneider Family Dental 

Shyne INC 

Skate Zone 71 

Stella & Dot 

The Suisse Shop 

Sushi En 

Swan Cleaners 

Tasha’s Treats in Dublin 

The Skin Spa of Powell 

Thurber House 

Todd Rensi Events & Design 

Tutor Doctor 

Vanderhorst Eyecare 

Village Jeweler 

Village Yoga 

Vino Vino 

Vintage Wine 

Wacked Salon 

Westin Columbus 

Wexner Center for the Arts 

The Wilds 

Yoga on High 

Yoga Well Being 

 

Individual Sponsors 

Dave & Nancy Abramowski 

Ruth Anker 

Beth Assif 

Donnie Austin 

Sara Barton 

Steward Bender 

Pamela Bertram 

Sherry Bjerke 

Katie Brennan 

Paula Brothers 

Tonya Brunner 

Norma Carroll 

Allison Chapman 

Lynn Coons 

Ida Copenhaver 

Kathy Cordray 

Brittany Cusick 

Kimberly Davis 

Rachel Dean-Hass 

Steven Debruin 

Treva Easter 

Julieann Eckel 

Kimberly Erickson 

Molly Fanning 

Meghan Fitzgerald 

Nicole Flesch 

William Forbes 

Mabel Freeman 

Lexie Gantzer 

Teresa Golamb 

Alex Gosetto 

Beth Hamilton 

Patricia Hayden 

Krista Hazen 

Paul Hemmer 

Laurie Hill 

Kathy Houck 

Angela Hudson 

Virginia Ingold 

Nancy Jeffrey 

Connie Jump 

Anne Kauffman 

Katie Kelso 

Courtney Kramer 

Leslie Lawrence 

Sandra Losco 

Roberta Lucas 

Joseph Marmo 

Heather Mason 

George McConnaughey 

Cheryl McCormick 

April Miller 

Marguerite Mills 

Alana Milton 

Ryan Montgomery 

Anne Montooth 

Natalie Moore 

Lori Muetzel 

Gretchen Myers 

Mark Owen 

Fernando Palacios 

Samantha Peters 

Sipra Pimputkar 

Sue Pinkerton 

Barbara Reed 

Jan Reese 

Georgeanne Reuter 

Jessa Sauter 

Paige Schlembach 

Jean Schmid 

Ken Schnacke 

Jane Schneider 

Sherrie Scott 

Sarah Selhorst 

Herb Shifley 

Cheryl & David Smith 

Julie Smith 

Judith Stillwell 

Kelly Stover 

Mona Szente 

Martha Verkem 

Mary Kay Walsh 

Stacy Ware 

Elizabeth Williamson 

Erin Wolf 

Dwayne Woodruff 

Ellie Zeiger 

Sondra Zigler 

 

Thank You to Our Supporters! 


