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We’ve been working our way through a year that has been filled with both
challenges and victories. The pandemic continues to challenge us with its
unpredictable behavior and societal impact. Although the year continues to bring
inconsistencies, I am proud of how we are pushing through and adjusting to the
ever- changing world we are living in. I am proud of our leaders and members that
continue to find ways to support our organization and our community. We have
accomplished so many wonderful victories thus far in a year of so many
uncertainties.

The Junior League of Columbus has exceeded expectations for the first half of
the 2021-2022 League year. A special thanks to the exceptional women who
worked hard and collaborated to make things happen. To move forward, change
must continue to occur in a positive direction, and we must unite to accomplish
this. So, to all Junior League of Columbus women, thank you for practicing new
skills and leadership, for mentoring others, and for your passion and commitment
to the betterment of our community and our organization. The JLC has so much to
be proud of and it has been such an honor to serve as your President of the Junior
League of Columbus. 

Enjoy a healthy and happy summer.
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Christin Smith
2021-2022 President

Executive Vice President 
Rochelle Toth

Executive Vice President-Elect
Nicole Bergman

Management Council Administrator 
Jessica Hamilton
Treasurer-Elect 

Kristina Ellis
Diversity & Inclusion Coordinator

Mandy Slack-Baker
Vice President of Community Impact

Veronica Scherbauer
Vice President-Elect of Community Impact

Jessa Reed
Vice President of Fund Development

Kim Burns
Vice President-Elect of Kelton House

Amber Wozniak
Vice President of Marketing & Operations

Mary Armbruster 
Vice President-Elect of Marketing & Operations

Nicole Stanley
Vice President of Membership Development

Karissa Donnoe
Vice President-Elect of Membership Development

Amanda Parks
Vice President-Elect of Partnership Development

Rian Valentine
Sustainer Representative

Liddy Schmitz

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

MISSION STATEMENT

The Junior League of Columbus is
an organization of women committed
to promoting voluntarism, developing
the potential of women and improving the
community through the effective action and
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose
is exclusively educational and charitable.

The Junior League of Columbus is
the community’s leading resource for trained
volunteers. Through our programs and the
Kelton House Museum and Garden, we
educate the community, preserve the past
and build for the future of Columbus. 

VISION STATEMENT



It has been a great League year and we have so many things to look forward to as the
year wraps up and the next one begins. This is a great time to look at what you wanted
to accomplish and get out of this League year and make plans to complete those. We
have a lot of exciting opportunities coming up for volunteering and social events
where you can network and meet other members. We have some trainings planned
where you can gain additional skills and knowledge and we also some of our
fundraisers that you can attend to support the League. You’ve probably heard the
saying “You get out, what you put in” and your League experience is just that. If you
commit to your placement and attend some of the events that the League has to offer
you will gain invaluable experiences, contribute to making an impact in the Columbus
community and meet some amazing women. There is still a lot to experience and
here’s to making it a phenomenal rest of the year!

A LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
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Best regards,
Rochelle Toth
2021-2022 Executive Vice President

On Tuesday, October 21, 2021, the Junior League of Columbus hosted a Leading
with Inclusivity workshop with the Corporate Strategist, Blaire Hervey. This
workshop was done in collaboration with the Junior League of Dayton and the
Junior League of Cleveland. Blaire led members through an interactive session
that focused on understanding diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging (DEIB)
terminology, knowing how to focus on DEIB work when it may be a challenging
topic, how to create a sense of belonging, and an environment that encourages
belonging and how to infuse DEIB work into all aspects of what we do. This
workshop was extremely well received by the 83 attendees from the 3 Leagues.
It was a great opportunity to collaborate across Junior Leagues and also
continue our education on a critical topic.

OCTOBER GMM WITH SPECIAL GUEST BLAIRE
HERVEY, THE CORPORATE STRATEGIST

In November, the Sustainers gathered at Scioto Country Club for
the annual luncheon. Christin Smith, Junior League President, and
Sarah Richardt, Executive Director of the Kelton House were the
featured speakers at the event. The Sustainers enjoyed hearing
about recent updates with the League and Kelton House, especially
the announcement of an unexpected $25,000 check from a former
neighbor who enjoyed a tour of the Kelton House. A special thanks
to Anne DeVoe for arranging the venue, Lesli Lawrence for table
decor, and Marisa Nye, Stephanie Jimerson and Lesli Lawrence for
serving as table captains.

SUSTAINER LUNCHEON: 
BACK TO IN-PERSON



PARTNERSHIP TEAM SECURES GIVE
BACK INITIATIVES WITH COMMUNITY
PARTNERS 

Last fall, the Junior League of Columbus, along with several other local organizations,
signed a petition to show our support for House Bill 4 and the inclusion of youth-specific
language in the creation of a Youth Ombudsman office. The Youth Ombudsman office
would be dedicated to investigating abuse and rights violations reported by youth who
are in foster, kinship, biological, or residential placements. 
 
In December 2021, Representatives Manchester and Plummer agreed to include a youth-
specific Ombudsman as part of House Bill 4. With their support, a new office will be co-
led by a Youth Ombudsman, one who is appointed by the governor with advice from the
youth-led OHIO (Overcoming Hurdles in Ohio) Youth Advisory Board. They will work
alongside an adult-serving Family Ombudsman who is separately appointed. This bill will
hopefully be passed by the Senate and signed by the governor soon.
 
This is a huge milestone for the youth in the child welfare system. It gives them a voice
and allows them to advocate for themselves and their future.
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UPDATE ON OMBUDSMAN OFFICE - HOUSE BILL 4

The League participated in five giveback programs this League year. 
 The programs included - Simple Times Mixers ($89.73), Market Bar at
Bridge Park ($1,286), Minted ($520.38), Dirty Frank’s ($4,575), and
Kendra Scott ($177.17). In total, these events raised close to $7,000. 

In the fall, the JLC membership approved a new leadership structure for the
Board of Directors and Management Council, which reduces headcount,
increases term length for certain positions, and introduces a staggered
approach to how we move leaders in and out of positions. This 10-month
evaluation process started with conversations with AJLI and other Leagues
of the same size. After conferring with them, multiple internal leadership
discussions, membership town halls, a membership survey, and two special
Board of Director's meetings, a proposal was submitted to membership for
vote in October 2021 and passed. The new structure is made up of the
leadership roles to the right:
 
The current leadership structure for the Board of Directors and Management
Council makes up 26% of the active membership and the newly passed
structure is now 19%. Transition to the new structure will begin in the 2021-
2022 nominating cycle with a 3-year transition to get on a staggered path of
leaders coming in and out of their roles which will allow for consistency and
historical knowledge transfer. A few major changes to highlight for the
current to new structure are two year commitments, the elimination of elect
placements, the merging of Fund Development and Partnership
Development, slating a VP of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging on
Management Council, and a restructure of the Kelton House Council which
allows for community and sustainer involvement.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

President
Executive Vice President
President Elect
Executive Vice President-Elect
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Vice President of the Kelton House
Sustainer Representative

2 Year
1 Year
2 Year
1 Year
2 Year
2 Year
2 Year
1 Year

2 Year
1 Year
1 Year
2 Year
2 Year
2 Year
2 Year
2 Year
2 Year
1 Year

Executive Vice President
Executive Vice President-Elect
MC Admin
VP of Community Impact
VP of DEIB
VP of Finance
VP of Marketing
VP of Membership Dev
VP of Partnership & Fund Dev
Sustainer Representative

NEW LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE PASSES

https://fosteractionohio.org/yab/#:~:text=The%20Overcoming%20Hurdles%20in%20Ohio,experience%20out%20of%20home%20care.
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As a part of the Bridging the G.A.P. Initiative, the Project
Guide team partnered with Franklin County Children Services
to provide educational courses called Life Skills Classes to
youth in foster care in Central Ohio. The classes occurred
three times this year, once in the fall, winter and spring.
Courses occurred every Tuesday evening during the seven
week course and covered topics from housing and
employment to interviewing skills and money management.
Junior League members were given the opportunity to
participate in the classes and share their professional and
personal experiences in the specific topic areas. Youth were
able to ask questions and learn from the members' mistakes
and triumphs. These Life Skills Classes have given members
the opportunity to interact with youth in the foster care
system and serve as mentors sharing their life experiences.
We hope to continue this relationship into the future allowing
more members the chance to experience this fantastic
opportunity!

LIFE SKILL CLASSES WITH
COMMUNITY IMPACT

CREATIVE THINKING WITH
QUICK IMPACT EVENTS 

 

Last year, as the world was still reeling from the impact of
COVID-19 and restrictions on in-person events continued in
Columbus, quick impact events were limited. However, the
Community Impact team was able to think creatively and
came up with several opportunities for members to volunteer
in the community safely. Some of these events included
helping to sort prom dresses for Fairy Goodmothers, putting
together care packages for the youth at Huckleberry House,
sorting donations and organizing the youth drop-in center at
Kaleidoscope, and preparing blankets for My Very Own
Blanket. Quick Impact events give members the chance to
learn more about the Central Ohio community and provide
direct assistance to organizations serving those most in need.

FAIRY GOODMOTHERS
On September 19th, 2021, members from the Junior League of Columbus
partnered with Fairy Goodmothers for a Quick Impact volunteer event. JLC
members helped the Fairy Goodmothers Inventory Committee to organize
and sort formal dresses donated by several department stores in the
Columbus area. Dresses that are donated to Fairy Goodmothers undergo
inspection for wear and tear, are sorted by size and color, and are logged
into the inventory system with a unique hang tag. This helps the Fairy
Goodmothers know what sizes and styles they have on hand for their
annual Cinderella’s Closet Boutique and other events. While our members
were fluffing, inventorying and hanging dresses on racks, the Fairy
Goodmothers were also hosting a pop-up dress sale outside to offload
extra dresses at a deep discount to the delight of many excited teenagers
and their parents. After the volunteer shift, several JLC members browsed
the sale racks and took home some formalwear of their own. The JLC has
partnered with Fairy Goodmothers for several years and it’s great to have a
community partner in the area to assist with volunteer support.
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ALICIA’S CLOSET DONATIONS
Alicia’s Closet is an organization in Central Ohio providing support,
resources, and educational courses for families and youth in the
foster care system. In September, the organization posted on
social media an urgent call for items for a young mother in foster
care due with her next child. The League quickly mobilized to
provide gently used and new baby items for the mother and her
baby. The Kelton House Committee collected donations and
purchased a toddler table and chairs and many members donated
clothing, baby room décor, formula, and diapers. Thank you to
everyone who rallied together to help this young mother and her
growing family! 

GALENTINE’S RECRUITMENT EVENT
The Recruitment team celebrated Galentine's Day at Bravo on Olentangy
River Road on Sunday, February 13th. The team hosted seven potential new
members for brunch that day. There was plenty of food, drinks, and
conversation to go around. The potential new members had the
opportunity to hear from other League members about what it's like to be a
part of the Junior League of Columbus. The Recruitment team and other
League members had a good time getting to know all the potential new
members. 

This League year, the JLC Board of Directors hosted for the first time ever
a Membership Appreciation Week. The week included; a Red Out
Wednesday where members posted a selfie wearing red, a Throwback
Thursday where members posted a 'then and now' photo of themselves as a
League member, a 'Follow Back Friday' highlighting our sponsors and
partners, a costume contest on Saturday where members dressed up as
their favorite woman hero, members shared their favorite community
Impact project or partner memory on Sunday, and Monday members shared
their favorite woman's inspirational quote.  The week also included a
'Blankets and Brunch' event where members met at the Kelton House and
made 45 blankets.  The week ended on Tuesday when we celebrated at our
February Business Meeting.

League Leaders Launch Membership Appreciation Week

On Tuesday, February 8, 2022, JLC celebrated its 99th Birthday at our
Business Meeting. There was a fun atmosphere with cake, birthday
decorations, and a surprise JLC giveaway for all those that attended.
This event also was the bookend to our Membership Appreciation
Week where there were prizes for participation in the week’s
activities. During this exciting event, we also did conduct some
business. We heard from League leaders about updates regarding the
state of the League with detailed information about the strategic plan,
finances, membership statistics, and partnerships. We also received
updates on Nominating, A Breakfast with Characters, Kelton House
Gala, and the placement process. Overall the Business meeting was a
fun and informative celebration!

CELEBRATING 99 YEARS!



The Sustainers and New Members gathered in January at the home of
Mary Oellermann. The Sustainers and New Members were able to
mingle while enjoying fine food and wine. The highlight of the evening
was the Sustainers sharing the importance of the Junior League in
their lives. Many of the stories shared were of lifelong friendships that
began in the Junior League. A special thanks to Mary for opening her
home and Julie Smerdel for partnering to host a wonderful evening.
The Sustainers gathered for our first March Wine Madness social at
Annie’s Wine Cottage in Powell. Sustainers received three glasses of
wine and appetizers for the $50 ticket price with $20 of every ticket
sale going back to the League. We welcomed many new and familiar
faces at this event.

SUSTAINER EVENT UPDATES
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WELCOME BACK NEW SUSTAINING MEMBERS
The Sustainers would like to welcome back a few members that re-joined this year. A special welcome back to Melissa Kruse, Stephanie
Jimerson, Sheila Brown, Kathy Houck and Shilpa Marano. The Sustainers would also like to welcome Cissy Matthews. Cissy has been a
member of Fort Walton Beach and Dayton Junior Leagues. She recently moved from Dayton to Westerville. Cissy has three children and six
grandchildren. She had a successful career as a music educator and enjoys needlework, reading, cooking, pilates, and tennis. Welcome
Cissy!

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF COLUMBUS IS TURNING 100!
The JLC turns 100 on February 1st, 2023! 
 
Throughout the last year, the Centennial Team has been working hard
to plan the logistics for the full Centennial year of events. Our
Community team, led by Karlye Martin, has been working to secure
public recognition for the JLC, through a potential proclamation and
historical markers for the community's JLC legacy projects, such as
Hands-On Ohio. Our Membership team, led by Melissa Bender and
Jennifer Webb, has been diligently preparing member stories to be
recognized internally and has been working to invite members to re-
join the JLC for our Centennial year. Our Exhibit Team, led by Audree
Boggs, has been planning our exhibit locations and set-up, which will
feature our 100-year history and prominent JLC members. Our
Celebration team, led by Gina Hotte and Mary Oellermann, has secured
our event venues and is preparing for our two celebration events in
2023. And finally, our Campaign team, led by Hayley Roberts, has
finalized our campaign marketing and budget and has already received
over $100,000 in pledged dollars!
 
In January of 2023, we will open our 100-Year Exhibit at the Ohio
Statehouse. Join us on January 19th, 2023 at 6pm at the Statehouse
for a cocktail hour to view the new exhibit and reminisce on where
we've been over the last 100 years.
 
In the Fall of 2023, we will host our final Centennial Celebration, where
we will celebrate together and unveil the funds raised through the
Centennial Years!
 
Be on the lookout for more Centennial celebration activities and to
hear more about the League's Campaign fundraising efforts.



 Give .5% of your
eligible Amazon
purchases to the
Junior League of
Columbus by
shopping on
Amazon!

We're pleased to announce that the Junior League of Columbus has
launched a fundraising campaign to celebrate our hundred years of
service to the Columbus community. You've all played a part in the JLC's
rich history; now we ask that you play a part in defining the JLC's future.

For nearly a hundred years, we've offered a place for women to find our
voices, broaden our knowledge, and use our skills for good. We've
empowered women to speak up and speak out, and we continue to build
the female leaders of today, while inspiring the leaders of tomorrow.

Our Centennial Campaign is about more than just raising dollars - it is
about empowering the next hundred years of visionary civic women
leaders, leaders that spark lasting and meaningful change. Consider how
the JLC has served and will continue to serve you, our community, our
neighbors, and those in need.

We've looked carefully at the most important and urgent needs of the JLC
and have planned the Centennial Campaign to meet those needs. Our
Campaign will raise monies through our members and close friends, and
will offer pledges to be paid over a five year period.
We believe in the League's ability to impact change and create the women
leaders of tomorrow. It is in this spirit that we ask you to join us as an
advocate for the Junior League of Columbus' Centennial Campaign.

Membership Training - Funds raised will enhance training, allow for an online curriculum module to be
developed for leaders, and more AJLI leadership training tracks to be offered to JLC members
Community Projects - Contributions will ensure our Bridging the G.A.P. project will successfully be
built out and thrive, and will help with additional new project incubation over the years
Kelton House - Investing in the Kelton House as our greatest physical asset improves the rental,
business, and membership experience. Investments here will be used for needed capital and
operating expenses like renovating the Carriage House and basement, bathrooms, and kitchen
JLC Endowment - Our increased Endowment will strengthen our financial foundation to allow for
more mission based spending, better training programs, and greater membership sustainability

Our campaign raises funds for 4 distinct areas:

CENTENNIAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN IS UNDERWAY
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Community
Projects

30%

Endowment
30%

Training
12%Kelton House

28%

8 WAYS TO SUPPORT THE LEAGUE
Supporting the Junior League of Columbus has never been easier. Below are a few easy ways to help support the Junior League of Columbus.

Ask your
employer if
they match
charitable
donations!
Contact your
HR department
today. 

Amazon
Smile

Community
Rewards

Give a % back to
the Junior
League of
Columbus when
you designate us
as your selected
charity.

Employer
Match

Estate
Bequests

Leave a
percent of
your estate to
The Junior
League of
Columbus in
your will.

Business
Connections

Do you or
someone you
know own a
business that’s
interested in
supporting the
league?

Facebook
Fundraiser

Start a Facebook
fundraiser for
the Junior
League of
Columbus on
your birthday or
favorite holiday!

Support
Projects

Support
Today

Give a gift
directly to the
Junior League of
Columbus’
projects by
clicking the
DONATE tab on
the website.

Give a gift to
the Junior
League of
Columbus
Annual Fund
or Endowment
Fund.



MEET OUR NEW TRANSFERS

How many years have you
been in the League?

Since 2020
What League are you

transferring from? 
Junior League of
Washington D.C.

How many years have you
been in the League?

Since 2017
What League are you

transferring from? 
Junior League of
Washington D.C.

How many years have you
been in the League?

Since 2017
What League are you

transferring from? 
Junior League of

Lexington, KY

How many years have you
been in the League?

Since 2020
What League are you

transferring from? 
Junior League of

Nashville, TN

How many years have you
been in the League?

Since 2015
What League are you

transferring from? 
Junior League of

Northern VA

How many years have you
been in the League?

Since 2021
What League are you

transferring from? 
Junior League of

Cincinnati, OH

Kellee Bonnell Haley Friedman Jessica Byassee Rebecca Mohr Yasmin Miller Katie Kalis
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FOUNDATIONS AND GRANT SUPPORT
American Electric Power Foundation
Harry C. Moores Foundation
Mildred Horn Foundation
The Reuter Fund

EMERALD 
214 Studios 
Anne DeVoe – Coldwell Banker
Dirty Frank’s Hot Dog Place
NB Creative Solutions
The Flowerman 

SAPPHIRE 
Timberwood Landscaping
ZenBusiness
Sugar Rush Bakery 
The Market Bar

RUBY 
Amy’s Princess Parties
Plenty O’Cookies 
Sadie Baby Sweets 
Jae Esquire – 3M Media 
5 Star Planning 
Kendra Scott

OPAL 
Simple Times Mixers 
Minted 
Adams Mascots 
Smith and Wollensky 
Seventh Son 
Cameron Mitchell- Hudson 29
NB3 Photography

sILVER
Park National 
Wolfs Bridge Brewery
anheuser busch

BRONZE
Kara Newberry 
Audree Boggs 
Hayley Roberts 
3B Studios 
Christin Parsons

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

THANK YOU TO OUR CLEARINGHOUSE CONTRIBUTORS
Contributing Writers |  Nicole Bergman, Chauna Mason, Sarah Richardt, Lauren Watkins, Veronica
Scherbauer, Kathryn Persico, Christin Smith, Rochelle Toth, Stephanie Rodgers, and Hayley Roberts. 

Clearinghouse Designer | Mary Armbuster and Nicole Bergman

KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THE FALL
CLEARINGHOUSE THAT WILL COVER

MARCH 2022 AND BEYOND

Junior League of Columbus
586 East Town Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
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