
Clearinghouse 
Junior League of Columbus 69th Annual 

Bargain Box Sale
Bargain Box, Central Ohio’s oldest and largest rummage sale, has raised nearly $2 million to support the 
community projects of the Junior League since 1949. Over 5,000 volunteer hours were spent on 
planning, setup and execution of the event. 

2017's Bargain Box was a year of a few firsts. Bargain Box took place on October 20-22, 2017 with help 
from our sponsor, Big Lots. For the first time, the League was able to use the same space as a warehouse 
to collect donations and to hold the sale. The Friday pre–sale was a big hit as over 200 shoppers lined up 
outside of the doors waiting for the sale to begin. Turnout for the pre-sale night was more than double the 
size of last year’s. Not only did shoppers get a chance to get a first look at everything, but there was also a 
nacho bar provided by Chuy’s as well as beverages provided by Weiland's. 

On Saturday, many shoppers returned to check out even more deals. Shoppers also shared some of their 
favorite finds and talked about how many years they've been to the sale. This was also the first year that 
we did a third day of the sale with the bag sales making a return! After the event, Star House, Compassion 
Outreach Ministries of Ohio, St. Stephen's and Goodwill were some of the organizations who benefited 
from our leftover donations.   
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M i s s i o n S t a t e m e n t 
The Junior League of Columbus is 

an organization of women committed 
to promoting voluntarism, developing 

the potential of women and 
improving the 

community through the effective    
action and leadership of trained 

volunteers. Its purpose is
exclusively educational and 

charitable. 

Vi s i o n 
The Junior League of Columbus is 

the community’s leading 
resource for trained volunteers. 
Through our programs and the 

Kelton House Museum and    
Garden, we educate the community, 

preserve the past and build for the 
future of Columbus. 

R e a c h i n g O u t S t a t e m e n t
The Junior League of Columbus 

reaches out to women of all 
races, colors, religions, and national 

origins, 22 years of age and older, 
who demonstrate an interest in and 

a commitment to voluntarism. 
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Events
A Breakfast with Characters 2017

We were thrilled to hold the Junior League of Columbus inaugural A Breakfast with Characters event 
on February 25, 2017. The event was a great success with 144 guests in attendance and raising 

$3,400 to support the Adopt-a-Backpack for Children Project! 

The magical morning offered time with several princesses, superheroes, a Minion and even Brutus. In 
addition to the characters, children enjoyed breakfast and many fun activities!

Reds, Whites, & ABCs 
The '16-17 New Member class hosted another fantastic evening raising funds for the Adopt-a-Backpack 
for Children Project at our 14th Annual Reds, Whites & ABCs event. On March 18, 2017, JLC members 

and friends joined together at sustainer, Lesli Lawrence’s home to enjoy basketball and bottles. 

The team raised $4,500 to support the project while hosting 76 guests. Thank you to the 16-17 New 
Member team and to Lesli Lawrence to opening her home to the JLC and friends to support such a 

wonderful cause.

Adopt-A-Backpack for Children Project 

Thank you to our character partners: Amy’s Princess 
Parties, Ohio Turtle Fan & the Heroes Alliance and our 

breakfast partners: IHOP, Panera Bakery, Denny’s, 
Crimson Cup Coffee, Chick-fil-A, Jason’s Deli, & MCL 

Cafeteria for helping us make this first year such a 
success. Special thanks to the 2016-17 new member 

class who planned this inaugural event to benefit the ABC 
Project 
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Adopt-A-Backpack for Children Project 
(cont'd)

 

Backpack Stuffing Event 

The Junior League of Columbus hosted the yearly backpack stuffing on May 17-20, 2017 at Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Upper Arlington, OH. We had a great turn out of JLC volunteers, as well as some corporate teams filling the daytime hours. In 
total, volunteers stuffed 2,400 backpacks over the course of 4 days and the JLC was able to provide 30 different schools/
organizations with stuffed backpacks to prepare children for the 2017-2018 school year. Thank you to Covenant Presbyterian 
Church for hosting us and for all of those that volunteered!

Bestie Backpack Bash
Our third annual Besties Backpack Bash was hosted on November 16, 2017 at Copious and was a huge 
success! This year, women of the League and the community gathered for a fun night with their besties to 
shop pop-up boutiques, enjoy hors d’oeuvres and beverages, as well as participate in our first ever 
quarter auction. As always, this event would not be complete without our favorite gal pal, Dee W. Ieye, 
who assisted in keeping everyone laughing and bidding!

This event featured nine pop-up boutiques and 50 auction items. Auction items ranged from Lularoe 
leggings to an overnight stay at Hotel Leveque. This was the first year the league hosted a quarter 
auction and was very well received amongst guests. It was a fast moving and fun evening of raising funds 
for our beloved Adopt-a-Backpack for Children Project! Besties Backpack Bash had 142 attendees. 
Special thank you to the 2017-18 New Member Class for hosting this wonderful event.
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HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA

The Holiday Soiree Event
The inaugural Holiday Soiree was held on December 1, 2017 at the 
Bridgewater Banquet and Conference Center in Powell, Ohio. The event 
helped kick off the 2017 Holiday Tour of Homes event  in Tartan Fields and 
allowed League and community members alike to recognize and celebrate 
the esteemed Laurie Schmidt-Moats, former JLC president and the chosen 
2016-2017 Sustainer Honoree.
109 guests enjoyed a plated dinner, live band, delicious dessert table, and 
expansive silent auction. The Holiday Soiree committee designed custom 
Holiday Tour of Homes Christmas tree ornaments, which were sold at the 
event, as well as the tour. 
At the event’s conclusion, Laurie was presented with the Sustainer Honoree 
gift: a hardbound book, which included photographs and special messages 
that outlined Laurie’s service to the community, loyalty, and devotion to the 
friendships she has made along the way. It was a magical evening for Laurie 
and her family, as well as an excellent way to ring in the holidays.
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HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA
(cont'd)

It was a special night for all attendees to celebrate 
Laurie Schmidt-Moats, our 2017 Sustainer Honoree. 
Many members and attendees had their own stories 
of how she has supported them in their lives or 
helped them find something special. Pam Bertram 
made a wonderful gift to the Junior League of 
Columbus in Laurie’s name. Pam joined the League 
when it first began the Holiday Preview. On Friday 
night, the Junior League of Columbus would kick off 
the weekend with the Sustainer Honoree party, much 
like the Holiday Soiree this year.

For Pam, Laurie has been more than a member of 
the JLC for almost 30 years - she’s also been a friend 
for 25 years. Pam added that Laurie is “loyal and 
dedicated to any organization that she belongs to 
because she really believes in them, their mission, 
their members and what they do. She doesn’t join 
organizations to pad a resume; she believes in it!”

At the Sustainer Luncheon held in November, fellow 
Sustainer Mary Oellermann said that Laurie “made 
everyone around her better.” She works tirelessly 
behind the scenes for the success of her friends, her 
President (Laurie was Pam’s President-Elect], her 
Board, committee or team, organizations and their 
mission and their members.”

Laurie work spans past her time as an active member 
in the League. She’s been there for past presidents, 
Mary Ollerman, Kathy Cordray, and Anne DeVoe. 
She’s continuing this tradition with current president 
and president-elect, Beth Daly and Marisa Nye, 
respectively.

In previous events, fellow Sustainers and Actives 
would make additional donations to honor the 
Honoree. To recognize Laurie for her selfless 
dedication, hard work and love of the Junior League 
of Columbus for almost 30 years – Pam has donated 
$10,000 on Laurie’s behalf.

In recognition of this donation, the conference room 
in the newly-renovated English House has been 
named the Laurie Schmidt-Moats Conference Room.

Pam’s gracious gift encourages all Sustainers to 
remember what the League taught them and brought 
to their lives and consider giving back to this 
organization if they haven’t already done so. If you 
are interested in donating to the League, please visit 
www.jlcolumbus.org, and click 'Donate' located in the 
top-right menu bar or call the English House at 
614-464-2717.
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The 2017 Junior League of Columbus Holiday Tour of Homes was a 
fabulous success! Over 400 tickets were sold to the 13th annual event.  
Each ticket allowed guest to view six beautifully holiday-decorated 
homes in the Dublin neighborhood of Tartan Fields. 

New to the tour this year were floral and restaurant sponsors. Local 
florists from around the city provided each home with holiday wreaths 
and arrangements, which adorned the home on tour day. Additionally, 
local eateries offered small bites for guests to enjoy as they perused the 
homes. These enhancements to the tour made the experience even 
more exciting for everyone involved.  

Holiday Tour of Homes was made possible by a talented committee 
of Junior League of Columbus members and the help and support of 
JLC volunteers in preparation of and on the day of the event. 
Everyone left the tour ready to begin celebrating the holiday season!

13TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY TOUR OF 
HOMES
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ENGLISH HOUSE UPDATES

In 2017, the Junior League of Columbus worked 
with the Columbus Foundation to take funds from 
our investments to make major improvements to the 
outside of the English House. This included new 
roof, drainage, windows, and new paint. The 
Columbus Foundation also provided a contractor, 
Jay Panzer, to oversee the work and help find the 
contractors to complete the work. Jay’s support 
throughout this process was irreplaceable! 

In addition to helping us complete this exterior work, 
Jay was able to help secure an additional grant for 
the unrestricted funds from the Columbus 
Foundation to help make improvements to the 
inside of the house this included upstairs HVAC, 
interior paint, replacing ceiling tiles, and carpet. It 
also included eliminating the driveway/curb cut and 
repair, completing sidewalk modifications to remove 
the section at driveway and adjacent and replace w/ 
concrete, and finally repairing the retaining walls.
We are in the final stages in completing these 
renovations in 2018 and are so grateful to the 
Columbus Foundation for being a wonderful partner 
in these much-needed repairs and improvements. 
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Leadership and Lattes is designed to speak to 
every individual – at any level of leadership – 
to bridge professional relationships, open 
minds to new perspectives and facilitate lasting 
connections. The second annual Leadership 
and Lattes was held on January 18, 2017 at 
the Boat House Restaurant at Confluence 
Park. This event focused on building women 
leaders in the Columbus community by 
bridging established leaders with women of all 
ages and featured a panel discussion from 
three of Columbus’ most influential and notable 
leaders. 
Almost 70 people (League members as well as 
a large contingent of community members) 
were in attendance. The Junior League of 
Columbus welcomed employees from Eastman 
and Smith, who was a table sponsor. Those in 
attendance were able to hear from Jane Grote 
Abell, CEO of Donatos; Kelley Griesmer, 
Columbus Foundation and founder of 
Pelotonia; and Elizabeth Brown, Columbus 
City Council. 
The panel told their stories and how they got to 
be where they are and offer recommendations 
to the audience. The women discussed their 
leadership roles and experiences in their 
respective fields of corporate, nonprofit, and 
government work. Jane focused on the 4 C’s 
of Success (Character, Courage, Conviction, 
Compassion) from her book “The Missing 
Piece”. Afterwards, Jane held a meet & greet 
book signing to allow guests to speak with her 
and sign their personal copies of "The Missing 
Piece." All proceeds of the book benefited the 
Reeb Avenue Center. It was truly a great night, 
where the audience wished we could hear 
more! 
The 2018 Leadership and Lattes, presented by 
Kendra Scott, was held on January 18 at the 
Boat House Restaurant at Confluence Park. 
The panel included CEO Lisa Ingram of White 
Castle, Executive Director Vicki Bowen Hewes 
of Dress for Success, and Judge Beth Gill of 
Franklin County Juvenile Courts. Hewes stated 
that she was "enthusiastic to be a part of such 
a meaningful event." 

Event sponsor, Kendra Scott offered all 
attendees a special shopping discount and 
incentive. The company focuses on three core 
pillars: Family, fashion, and philanthropy, 
making them a wonderful fit as a partner to 
Junior League of Columbus. Scott added "as a 
mother, a designer, and founder of a company 
made of 98% women, I am honored to say I 
built a business that is doing something good 
in the world through our beautiful designs.” 

In 2017, the Kendra Scott of Easton Town 
Center donated $28,746 dollars back to their 
Columbus-based partners.
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Kelton House Updates 

Kelton House Gala 2017
The 2017 Kelton House Gala raised approximately $18,500 for continuing Kelton House’s 
mission of providing historical education and preserving decorative arts in Central Ohio.  The 
Secret Garden theme was enhanced by the donation of greenery by Dean’s Greenhouse, 
which provided a garden escape atmosphere that set the mood for the evening.  

Performers Brian Michael Smith and the John Vermeulen Octet further amplified the mood 
with spirit-lifting big band music.  Guests dined on a taste bud tingling menu from Bleu & Fig 
that included:  Thick Cut Brown Sugar Candied Bacon Tower, Avocado Spring Roll with 
Sesame Chili Sauce and Pork Tenderloin Sliders with Fig Horseradish Aioli on Petite French 
Roll. The dessert bundtinis from Nothing Bundt Cake were particularly popular with guests. 
The signature cocktail, a sparkling strawberry rose sangria, was enjoyed by all who partook in 
the delightful concoction.  

At this year’s gala, the casino room featured four tables, including a brand new craps table 
that was a big hit.  In addition to the ever popular silent auction, this year’s gala included a 
wine barrel raffle.  The winner walked away with 20 bottles of wine and a wine barrel!
In the words of this year’s gala chair, Jessica Mabry, "We could not have asked for a better 
evening for the 2017 Kelton House Gala. The weather was gorgeous and everything came 
together nicely to make a great event. A big thank you to the hard work put in by the 
committee and to our sponsors to help make this year’s gala such a success."

Kelton House Participates in the Discovery District Trolley Hop
On Saturday, December 9, 2017 the Kelton House became a stop on the Discovery District Trolley Hop! During the hop, families are 
able to enjoy seasonal delights for free throughout the Discovery District, including the Columbus Library, Hills Market Downtown, the 
Thurber House, and of course, the Kelton House. 

This year, the Kelton House had over 150 visitors in the short three hour event. Once inside, visitors were able to take a brief tour of the 
downstairs and view our Victorian Christmas décor. Younger visitors were able to participate in Victorian children’s activities like making 
snowflake ornaments from paper and a “Jacob’s Ladder” game, while adults sipped on warm wassail made from apple cider and spices. 

Kelton House Hits Savannah for 40th Anniversary 
Celebration

In the late 1970s, after the Junior League had voted to take on the enormous project 
of restoring the home of the late Grace Bird Kelton, the JLC volunteers consulted with 
local, regional, and national authorities on historic preservation. They found out that 
Savannah, GA was one of the first communities to undertake the challenges of 
restoring its historic district, under the leadership of Jim Williams and Leopold Adler II. 
They decided to visit Savannah and were especially interested in consulting with Jim 
Williams, whose home, Mercer House, bore a striking resemblance to the home of 
Grace Kelton. 

The trip to Savannah took place in 1976 with 20 members in attendance. The most 
memorable part of the trip was a cocktail party at the home of Jim Williams, who later 
was referred to as the notorious Jim Williams, subject of the book and film, Midnight in 
the Garden of Good and Evil. Jim Williams also visited Columbus, where he toured the 
home of Grace Kelton and advised the Junior League on appropriate approaches to 
preservation. 

As part of the Junior League celebration of 40 years of dedication to the Kelton House, 
the 40th Anniversary Committee organized an anniversary trip to Savannah this past 
April! 15 people participated in the trip, which included a trip to the infamous Mercer 
House, Juliette Lowe’s home, and yummy cuisine each day. The trip began with a 
cocktail party at Georgeanne Reuter’s home in Hilton Head to replicate the cocktail 
party at the home of Jim Williams in 1976. The 40th anniversary celebration team is 
working hard to plan more celebration events like this trip throughout the next few 
years.  
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Get Involved at the Kelton House! 

Celebrate the 40th Anniversary with a Gift to the Kelton House Endowment
For individuals wishing to leave a legacy of history and education in central Ohio, The Kelton House offers an exceptional opportunity 
through its endowment fund. The Junior League Kelton House endowment is receiving fresh attention in view of a new fund established by 
Georgeanne and Mike Reuter to augment the Junior League Kelton House Endowment (Fund 1306). 

Both endowments are invested and managed by the Columbus Foundation. The Junior League Kelton House Fund is overseen by the JLC 
Investment Committee composed of both active and sustaining members. A portion of the Kelton House endowment earnings that accrued 
over the past 16 years is now beginning to support Kelton House preservation and programming expenses in accordance with Foundation 
guidelines. 

The Junior League Kelton House endowment offers an exciting opportunity to advance the growth and development of the Kelton House 
Museum and Garden and ensure that Kelton House continues to offer underground railroad education programs and preservation history 
to a diverse group of individuals from Central Ohio children to visitors from around the world, perpetuating its heritage as a jewel in the 
Columbus cultural landscape.

Kelton House Docents
Each year over 8,500 people visit the Kelton House for one of our tours. For most, these tours 
are led by a docent. As a result, the Kelton House is always looking for more League members 
to attend Docent Training and become active docents. Starting in 2015, docenting became a 
primary League placement. Once your training is over, docenting provides a steady stream of 
volunteer hours. 

Don’t know anything about the museum or history? Neither does anyone else when they start! 
The docent training program and other docents will teach you everything you need to know. 
The museum isn’t relevant to the League? The Kelton House directly supports our mission of 
promoting volunteerism and developing women by hosting a variety of educational events 
throughout the year. Each year, school teachers from Franklin and nearby counties bring over 
3,500 children to the Kelton House to learn about the Underground Railroad. Social studies 
content knowledge is essential for building academic vocabulary, analytical thinking and 
research skills. In fact, studies show that up to 55% of an individual’s academic vocabulary is 
gained from the social studies. 

Girl Scouts and other visitors learn about the amazing Kelton women who serve as role 
models for all of us. These women were the leaders of their day: women like Laura Brace 
Kelton, who founded the first kindergarten programs in Columbus and served on the Board of 
Directors of Children Hospital in a time when women were expected to be home cooking 
dinner, or Belle Coit Kelton, who led the women’s suffrage movement in Ohio and counted 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton as one of her close friends, and then there’s Grace Kelton, who ran a 
successful interior design business in Columbus and was selected to work for Jackie Kennedy 
when she redecorated the White House. 

Aren’t good at public speaking? The Kelton House is the perfect place to sharpen your skills. 
Your first tours will be given with a trained docent at your side, for moral support and to field 
any questions you can’t answer yet. Sunday tours are usually given to small groups of 10 or 
less. 

What is the best part of being a Kelton House docent? The clothes of course! We all played 
dress-up as children. Here is our chance to do it as adults. The Kelton House has a supply of 
costumes and has hired a seamstress to make more. Corsets are NOT required. All you need 
to provide is the shoes.
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2017 SPRING FASHION SHOW

On Saturday, April 15, 2017, the Junior League of Columbus hosted its 
first Spring Fashion Show at the Franklin Park Conservatory.  The 
fashion show consisted of spring fashions from local boutiques, 
Vernacular, Cheesecake Boutique, Le Flair, The Boutique Truck and 
Ladybird.  The wonderful students from Paul Mitchell School provided 
all hair and makeup services for the event and the models looked 
beautiful.  Columbus’ own, Alissa Henry, served as emcee and brought 
a fresh and dynamic perspective to the fashion show.  Desserts were 
kindly provided by A Cake for Leroy.  

Attendees enjoyed appetizers and signature cocktails while watching 
the models sashay down the runway.  The fashion show’s silent 
auction was particularly successful, with donations provided several 
community businesses.  Several local vendors provided pop-up 
shopping, including sponsor Kendra Scott, The Bella Bean Shop, 
Rodan + Fields, Vernacular and J. Hillburn.
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Upcoming Junior League of Columbus Events 

A Breakfast with Characters 2018 

The Junior League of Columbus is gearing up for the 2018 ‘A Breakfast with Characters’ 
extravaganza. This year’s event will take place at L Brands D3 Cafe located at 3 Limited Pkwy, 
Columbus, OH 43230, on Saturday, February 17 from 10 am to 12 pm. Doors will open at 
9:30am for registration. This year’s affair will feature returning partners, Amy’s Princess 
Parties, Ohio Turtle Fan and The Hero’s Alliance, sure to dazzle and delight our guests once 
again. Breakfast goers should prepare for an abundance of dancing and dining on a full 
breakfast buffet. Not to mention the sheer excitement when they meet all our surprise guests 
this year.  

We recommend parents bring out those cameras for the snap-able moments sure to ensue. As 
for the adults, don’t think we forgot about you, as this year’s event will feature a silent auction 
that isn’t just for the kids. Once again, the event will be raising money for the JLC’s Adopt-a-
Backpack for Children Project, providing Columbus school children with the school supplies 
they need to start the year on track for success. Come out and support JLC’s 2017-2018 new 
member class as they put on an event you won’t soon forget! 

Backpack Madness 2018
Backpack Madness will shoot off its inaugural year at Land Grant Brewing Company 
on March 22  from 7-10 p.m. Formerly known as Reds, Whites, and ABCs, the event 
will feature raffles for prize-filled baskets generously donated by community 
sponsors, games including a ring toss and cork guess, and a variety of appetizers all 
while the NCAA March Madness games play on multiple screens. Guests who 
upgrade to a VIP ticket will enjoy a tour of the brewing facility before the start of the 
event.

Tickets are only $35 general, $45 VIP, and games may require additional donations. 
The Junior League of Columbus is excited to host this event at Land Grant Brewing 
Company, which has graciously agreed to donate 15% of drink proceeds from the 
event to the League’s mission. Online brackets are also available for $5 per bracket 

at onlinebracket.com, and will be open beginning March 11th.

Kelton House 2018

The 2018 Kelton House Gala will be on Saturday, June 23! This year’s 
theme is “Speak Easy” and will feature music of that era and enticing silent 
auction packages. There might even be a secret pass phrase to enter into the 
gala as you would have had to do at a Speak Easy in the 1920s. Don’t miss 
out on a great way to celebrate the Kelton House in 2018. Tickets will be 
available at the start of the new year by calling the Kelton House or through 
the JLC store.
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The English House
583 Franklin Ave.

Columbus, Ohio 43215-4715
Phone 614-464-2717
www.jlcolumbus.org

Thank You to Our Supporters! 
Corporate Sponsors 
Big Lots
Bleu & Fig
Copious
Granite Guy, The
Gallo's Kitchen & Bar
Minuteman Press, Lewis 
Center
Sadie Baby Sweets
Company Matching Programs
Battelle Memorial Institute Always Giving Program
JPMorgan Chase's Good Works Employee Giving Program
UBS's Volunteer Action Grants Program
PwC Dollars for Doers
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