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 This year marks the 67th Junior League of Columbus annual 
Bargain Box.  The sale will be held near Easton Town Center at 
the Resolute Athletic Complex, 3599 Chiller Lane, Columbus, 
Ohio 43219, and will include two separate events over the 
course of two days. On Friday, October 2 from 6:00 p.m. -9:00 
p.m. a presale (with a $10 admission). The general sale will be 
held on Saturday, October 3 from 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 
 It’s difficult to describe the impact the Junior League of Co-
lumbus’ Bargain Box sale has had in the community. projects. 
Since its inception, Bargain Box has raised over $1.8 million to 
help support the League’s mission and community projects.  The 
2014 sale grossed over $21,000. 
 It is easy for many of us to take shopping for clothes and home 
items for granted, but for many in our community, it is a strug-
gle.  After paying for utilities, groceries, gasoline, and other es-
sential needs, families are often left with little budget for house-
hold or personal items.  For this reason, many individuals look 
to Bargain Box as an opportunity to purchase the items they 
need at a reasonable price. There are countless memorable sto-
ries of our shoppers over the years — each serving as evidence 
of the positive impact we make year after year. 
 I was one of those shoppers for 10 years prior to joining the 
Junior League of Columbus.  I can easily recall my first Bargain 
Box sale. I was meeting a friend, who was volunteering at a cul-
tural event also being held at Vets Memorial that year, for lunch.  
As I was entering the event, I noticed that one side of Vets had 
tons of people leaving with bags and bags of items.  Upon fin-
ishing lunch, I decided to investigate what must be a large sale 
on the other side of Vets.  The excitement made my head spin.  
It was after noon on Saturday, so there were bag sales in many 
departments. People were wheeling around large trash cans full 
of brown paper bags.  Some folks were even rolling around 
playpens completely full of items!  I distinctly remember hear-
ing an announcement that the infants department was having a 

$1 a bag sale and made a beeline straight to infants as fast as I 
could!   
 Just two weeks prior to the sale, my first son was born and I 
was in need of many blankets and clothes. I loaded up seven 
bags with all of the boy’s clothes and bedding that was left, and 
was thrilled!  From that moment forward I was hooked on Bar-
gain Box and went back year after year waiting in line with my 
shopping cart ready.  Over the years, I bonded with other shop-
pers as we waited in line together and shared stories of how long 
we had been coming as well as our good finds through the years. 
When I heard the sale was going to be discontinued, I was sad.  I 
viewed Bargain Box as a Columbus event - one that I looked 
forward to every year.  When I heard it was coming back, I was 
eager to join the League to help with its return and rebirth.  
Now, I have the wonderful privilege of being a part of the Bar-
gain Box team and helping with the best sale (one I genuinely 
love) in Columbus this year. And in case you are wondering 
about all of those baby clothes and blankets I bought that first 
year – I used them on all three of my children; who are now 10, 
8, and 6.  I owe a lot to the Junior League of Columbus due to 
all of  the great merchandise I’ve bought through the years, and I 
am excited to pay it forward to our community.   
 As we work our sales shifts this year, we will be thinking of all 
the individuals we are helping through our service: A new grad-
uate buying a gently used suit for upcoming job interviews, a 
parent helping two children excitedly select clothes for school, a 
family new to the area shopping for essential housewares, or 
college roommates getting items for their very first apartment.  
 Working shifts at Bargain Box isn’t always glamorous, but it 
does make a difference in the community. The Junior League of 
Columbus is there for those who count on us. 
-Annie Cook  
Bargain Box 
Team Member 

Junior League of Columbus  

67th Annual Bargain Box Sale 

Junior League members at a Bargain Box warehouse shift 
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The Junior League of Columbus, with its vibrant member-
ship, has been making a positive impact on the Columbus 
community for 92 years through the commitment of our 
trained leaders and volunteers, combined with the inspira-
tion of serving deserving individuals in our community.  I 
am honored to lead such a talented and committed group of 
diverse women who donate their “time, talent and treasure” 
to ensure the meaningful programs the League sustains ben-
efiting those who come to trust our servant leadership. The 
2015-2016 Junior League season will encourage our mem-
bers and community partners to  

 
“Live the L-E-G-A-C-Y” 

 
through Leadership, Engagement, Generosity, Attitude, Community and You. 

 
The League’s strength is founded on the contributions and dedication of our Sustainers. 
With their fortitude and commitment to volunteerism, the Sustainers are an asset to our 
organization and I am delighted to work with the Sustainer Council. I am grateful for 
their mentorship and contribution. 
 
I am looking forward to engaging with our 60+ New Members and excited to experience 
their passion and willingness to “making a difference” through volunteerism. The con-
nections New Members will make will be immeasurable, and life-long friendships will 
surely be created.  The League year will provide many opportunities for you to engage 
with each other and to cultivate your leadership and knowledge of Columbus. On behalf 
of the Junior League of Columbus, I welcome you! 
 
We have been making our mark since 1923 and in Fall 2015, we will celebrate our annual 
Bargain Box! For 67 years, this is has been an event the community looks forward to, and 
this year the Junior League of Columbus will continue our valued partnership with Good-
will Columbus. We are all looking forward to the new location of the sale at Resolute 
Athletic Complex. 
 
The Junior League of Columbus will celebrate the 40th anniversary of the renovation of 
the Carriage House at the Kelton House Museum & Garden. It is an honor for the Junior 

President’s Letter (Continued on page 11) 

A Message from Cortney J. Porter 

JLC President 2015-2016 
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t The Junior League of Columbus 

is an organization of women 

committed to promoting volunta-

rism, developing the potential of 

women and improving the com-

munity through the effective ac-

tion and leadership of trained 

volunteers. Its purpose is exclu-

sively educational and charitable. 
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The Junior League of Columbus 

is the community’s leading re-

source for trained volunteers. 

Through our programs and the 

Kelton House Museum and Gar-

den, we educate the community, 

preserve the past and build for 

the future of Columbus. 
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t The Junior League of Columbus 

reaches out to women of all rac-

es, colors, religions, and national 

origins, 22 years of age and old-

er, who demonstrate an interest 

in and a commitment to volunta-

rism. 
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Meet the 2015-2016  

Junior League of Columbus Mentors 

Blaire Ramey 

New Member 

Mentor  

Blaire Ramey is a 

second year active 

who decided to 

become a new 

member mentor 

after doing a year 

of recruitment. She has already met a lot of 

the new members through recruitment 

events held last year. She cannot wait to 

learn more about these women and guide 

them into their first active year. Blaire 

hopes to provide her new members with a 

great new member experience like she had 

two years ago. 

The highlight of Blaire’s Junior League 

career was when she and three of her clos-

est league friends traveled to Texas for the 

ODI training last February. There she got 

to meet many inspiring women from other 

leagues while developing new leadership 

skills. 

 

Erin Clark  

New Member  

Mentor 

Erin Clark is a first 

year active member 

who previously 

served on the Kids in 

the Kitchen commit-

tee as a new member. She enjoyed the in-

teraction that Kids in the Kitchen provided 

as she assisted children to make healthy 

food options.  

Erin chose to be a New Member Mentor 

because she is excited to be more involved 

in the League and take on a larger position. 

She also looks forward to providing these 

new women with a wonderful first year 

experience in the League. Erin states she 

had a great new member mentor and she 

can only hope she is as great as her mentor 

was and will be able to provide these new 

women with as great of an experience as 

she was able to get. 

 

 

Kaitlin Whitley 

New Member  

Mentor 

Throughout Kaitlin 

Whitley’s new member 

year, she grew to appre-

ciate her new member 

mentor and the im-

portant role she played. 

It was because of her new member mentor 

that led Kaitlin to have an outstanding ex-

perience with the League. Kaitlin knew she 

wanted to make an impact and have the 

opportunity to provide the same support to 

others. Prior to becoming a new member 

mentor, Kaitlin served on the recruitment 

team and enjoyed getting to know the po-

tential new members. Kaitlin is excited to 

watch the new members grow and become 

valuable assets to the League!  

 

Diana Yahle 

New Member  

Mentor 

Diana Yahle is a 

sixth year active 

member of the league 

who has previously 

served on Kids in the 

Kitchen, Fund Devel-

opment Council, Kelton House Gala Team, 

Nominating, served as a new member 

mentor, and was the 14-15 Mentorship 

Council Chair. As a previous new member 

mentor, Diana is excited about getting in-

volved again with the incoming new mem-

ber class. She believes the mentor role to 

the new member class plays a huge part in 

the first year experience. She is excited to 

be a leader and provide guidance to our 

newest league members, while making 

sure they have a great 

year ahead. 

 

Bliss Cook  

Transfer Mentor 

Bliss Cook joined the 

Junior League in Fort 

Wayne, Indiana as a 

way to make friends 

after college and learn about her 

hometown from a fresh perspective. After 

accepting a job at Victoria’s Secret in 

2014, she packed up and moved one state 

over to Ohio and has loved getting in-

volved with JLC and meeting new and 

active members and other transfers! As a 

new transfer, she had Sarah Frankhouser as 

an awesome mentor, and Sarah inspired 

Bliss to step up and help welcome other 

transfers to Columbus! Back in Fort 

Wayne, Bliss served in several member-

ship-focused roles serving as New Mem-

ber/Recruitment Chair, Membership VP 

and also the JLFW Special Event Chair. 

She loves to meet new people, explore 

great restaurants, and make a difference in 

the community. She has been really im-

pressed with the ladies of the Junior 

League of Columbus and was so grateful 

for the warm welcome last year!  

 

Mandy Morsek  

Active Mentor 

Mandy Morsek is a 

second year active 

who has previously 

worked with the 

Southwestern City 

School (SWCS) 

committee and assisted in planning the 

March Mini Meetings. This is her first year 

as a mentor and she is very excited about 

guiding a group of women through their 

first active year! She has been blessed with 

two extraordinary mentors and hopes that 

she will follow in their footsteps to become 

an effective leader. 

Mandy joined the Junior League after 

moving to Ohio from the South. It has in-

troduced her to many new people, gotten 

her involved in the community, and ena-

bled her to volunteer her time to an im-

portant organization of women. Outside of 

the League, she is a cardiac surgery nurse 

practitioner, and also enjoys spending time 

with her husband, John, and young son, 

Brady. 

Meet the Mentors (Continued on page 4) 
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Amy Deverson Roberts 

Active Mentor 

Throughout Amy's JLC career, she has 

served in a variety of positions including 

but not limited to the website, education 

and development, Quick Impact, Com-

munity Team VP and VP-Elect (now 

Community Impact Council), Nominating Committee (3 years), 

Strategic Planning, Fund Development Ad-Hoc, on the Board of 

Directors and Management Council as Management Council 

Chair and Vice-Chair, Kelton House Gala Chair and Vice-Chair, 

Bargain Box Chair, and a mentor to first year actives.   

Amy is in her 9th active member year in the Junior League of 

Columbus and has met many women who supported her in her 

personal, volunteer and professional endeavors. A mentor is de-

fined as "an experienced and trusted advisor."   From Amy, "I 

really enjoyed my role as a mentor last year and I hope that I can 

provide guidance and support to the women in my group in the 

2015-2016 JLC year.   

Being a mentor provides me the opportunity to see the JLC from 

different perspectives and helps me become a better member of 

the Junior League of Columbus."   

 

Liz Zuercher 

Active Mentor 

Liz Zuercher says she was honored to serve 

as the JLC President last year and thinks 

being a mentor would be the best way for 

her to give back to the league for all of the 

training opportunities she has enjoyed lead-

ing up to, and during, her presidency.  In 

addition, she loves connecting with the 

league members directly and helping them find their way in the 

league as it has made such an impact in her own life since joining 

the Indianapolis league in 2004.  Liz transferred from Indianapo-

lis to New Albany, New York, in 2006, and landed in the Colum-

bus league in 2008.  Throughout her involvement with the Junior 

League, she has served in various capacities within the communi-

ty and fundraising teams, she has been involved with placement, 

and has served as the Treasurer, then Recording Secretary, prior 

to her presidency. Liz hopes that we can continue to strengthen 

our membership in the upcoming year while doing good in our 

community and having a little fun too.   

 

Liz CaJacob  

Active  Mentor 

The main reason Liz CaJacob wanted to be-

come a mentor was to impress upon members 

that we are all different.  While some people 

may be good at fund raising, others may have 

strengths in the behind the scenes at JLC.  Each 

and every player is important and necessary.  

Sometimes Liz feels that members think they 

need to fit a mold.  We want differences in backgrounds, special-

ties and lifestyles.  It makes the League more attractive, well 

rounded and powerful in the community.  She is most excited to 

get to know a newer group in the league, as she is a mentor of 

2nd year actives.  Being a 7 year active, Liz wants to create more 

of a connection between senior and newer members. 

Prior placements include:  Holiday Tour of Homes, Kelton House 

Gala, Holiday Preview, Education & Training (Events and Mini-

Meetings) 

 

Jen CaJacob 

Active Mentor 

Jen CaJacob chose to be a mentor because 

one of her favorite things about JLC is get-

ting to meet so many amazing women.  Every 

time she participates in a JLC event, no mat-

ter how big or small, she meets a new face or 

learns something new about someone she 

already didn’t know.  Jen thought participat-

ing as a mentor would be a fun way to get to know a group of 

newer members, really well.  Plus, after being in JLC a few years 

now, she hopes to help pass on some of the knowledge she has 

gained and experiences she has had. 

 

Catie Ingram 

Gold Mentor 

Catie Ingram, a fourth year active, is de-

lighted for the opportunity to serve as the 

Active Gold Mentor for the 2015-2016 

league year.  Catie is very excited for the 

opportunity to be a mentor this year.  She 

previously sat on the Mentorship Council in 

her role as New Member Coordinator and 

since then has looked for the opportunity to serve as a mentor and 

be able to foster the continued growth and success of the JLC and 

its members.  In addition to her role as New Member Coordinator 

(which was co-located on the Education & Development Council 

as well as Mentorship Council), her previous placements include 

serving as a Kelton House Docent, a member of the Nominating 

Committee, New Member Coordination Team, as well as the 

Administrative Team in Fund Development. 

Meet the Mentors (Continued from page 3) 

Do you know anyone who you think would be 

a great fit for the Junior League of  

Columbus?  

 

If so, contact recruitment coordinators 

Megan Barnett:  

mbarnett0890@gmail.com  

 Meredith Klun:   

mf580398@gmail.com 
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Flying First Class with  

The Junior League of Columbus  

 This year the Junior League of Columbus decided to take their 

2015 Spring Gala attendees on an adventure that was held at The 

Don Scott Airport on Saturday May 2nd, 2015.  

 Our guests received their boarding pass invitation, welcoming 

them to join an evening full of fun and entertainment.  Upon 

check-in, guests were presented with their JLC passport which 

included their 3 signature drink tickets and acknowledgments to 

our sponsors.  We then invited our guests to travel at their leisure 

to enjoy six food stations that were graciously sponsored by Blar-

ney Stone Pub, Susan’s Kitchen and Katering, Sweet Carrot, 

Fusian, Schmidt’s, Carsonies and our very own Rachel Altiere’s 

Sadie Baby Sweets.  

 After getting a taste of some quality fare, our guests could take 

a stroll through the dining area to view our impressive silent auc-

tion featuring a variety of packages that appealed to many differ-

ent areas of interest.  From golf packages, massage deals, juice 

cleanses and cigar packages, there was something for everyone.  

The auction was a huge success as all items were sold! 

 A huge hit of the night was a popular champagne pull, where 

guests were able to purchase a glass of champagne and it was 

paired with a guaranteed prize!  Prizes ranged from Wine making 

certificates to restaurant gift cards to an autographed photo of an 

NBA basketball player.  We thank CF Bank for the gracious 

champagne donation. 

 Throughout the evening our guests enjoyed the wonderful live 

band, Agent 99. The band did an excellent job and we really en-

joyed seeing some of our Junior Leaguer’s and guests dancing the 

night away!  Lots of memories were made with the fun photo 

props provided by Bob’s photo booth.  

 The goal of the 2015 Spring Gala was to invite our guests to 

enjoy an evening of finery, fun, culture and community.  It was 

our pleasure to put on an event that provided an opportunity for 

community members to contribute to a fantastic cause while hav-

ing an entertaining, rewarding evening. Through this fundraiser 

we were able to continue to our mission as women who are build-

ing better communities, and we appreciate all those who came to 

support this mission with the 2015 Spring Gala. 
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What Skills Have You Gained from  

Your Junior League Experience? 

The Training Team hosted a JLC Career 
Path training in April 2014. At this session, 
women with different League backgrounds 
spoke to attendees on their experiences and 
how they have been able to apply the skills 
acquired in the League across different 
aspects of their life. Past President Stepha-
nie Rogers, 9th Year Active Liz CaJacob 
and Sustainer Docent Beth Eck shared 
great insight about their involvement. Read 
on for a few tidbits. 

Beth Eck,  
Sustainer 
Being a part of the Junior 
League enables a member 
to understand the power 
and importance of what a 
relatively few League 
members can accomplish 
with support of commit-

ted members. For example, the develop-
ment of not one but two great cook books 
brought together the entire League by 
identifying a need and targeting a large 
group with the knowledge to participate in 
a common goal.  
I learned that the League is always open to 
engaging as many members a possible by 

appropriately choosing activities that are 
consistent with the needs of the individual 
as well as the needs of the League. My 
personal journey led me to a 30+year com-
mitment to the mission of the Kelton 
House and it’s value to the greater commu-
nity. Additionally, the League harnesses 
the power of team work by valuing the 
committed participation of members as 
well as leveraging the abilities of members 
to make a recipe of success such as Bar-
gain Box. I learned to fully engage because 
the activity was well within my ability as 
well as providing me an opportunity to 
really connect personally to other mem-
bers. 

 
Stephanie  
Rogers,  
Past President 
I had the opportunity to 
work on a strategic plan 
for the League.  The op-
portunity to collaborate 
with other leaders to de-
termine priorities and 

how we are going to achieve them is a skill 
I use frequently in my professional ca-
reer.   In addition to the strategic plan we 
devised a fund development plan to estab-

lish a stronger financial footing.  The fi-
nancial plan was aggressive and we were 
not able to stay on track.  The important 
skill I learned from this that I can apply 
professionally is how to assess, regroup 
and take another course of action if the 
first one is not feasible.   

 
Liz CaJacob,  
9th Year Active 
Networking is the greatest 
skill that I have learned 
from being in this 
League.  When I joined I 
was intimidated by all the 
strong and outgoing wom-
en.  Once I got to know 

these women there was no reason to be 
intimidated and after meeting and knowing 
them we could learn from each oth-
er.  Now when I see new members, I al-
ways try to introduce myself and find a 
common ground because I know what it is 
like to be in their shoes and if I can pass 
down the welcoming attitude we can help 
one another learn something 
new.  I accepted a position with a new 
company this past year that stemmed from 
a Junior League relationship.  That is net-
working at it's finest.  

Adopt-A-Backpack for Children Project 

 The Adopt-a-Backpack for Children 
(ABC) project is entering its 17th year and 
is excited to grow the number of lives im-
pacted in the Columbus, OH community.  
Since its inception in 1999, the Junior 
League of Columbus (JLC) has donated 
over 40,000 backpacks to provide local 
children with the school supplies to needed 
for academic success.     
 As coordinators for the ABC project, we 
know firsthand the overwhelming feeling 
JLC members get when they receive a 
huge smile (or an unexpected bear hug) 
from a child who just received one of our 
backpacks.   We are also fortunate to re-
ceive countless stories about the academic 
successes of the children we touch and 
thoughtful thank you letters from teachers, 

parents, and the students themselves. 
These simple gestures serve as a reminder 
to us all that the ABC project continues to 
make a huge a difference in the central 
Ohio community.   
 This year, all incoming new members 
will take part in this excitement by being 
placed as group on the ABC project.  Apart 
from mentoring, the ABC project touches 
all aspects of the JLC; Fund Development, 
Community Impact, Education & Develop-
ment, and Marketing & Operations. The 
ABC project will have 3 sub-committees: 
fundraising, community engagement and 
operations.  Each of the new members is 
placed on one of these sub-committees and 
will have the opportunity to work across 
the various sub-committees to learn about 

various aspects of JLC.  
 The Fund Development sub-committee 
of the ABC project will oversee three main 
fundraising events this year.  These include 
an Argo and Lehne event to be held in 
November, Reds, Whites and ABCs to be 
held in March, and a new event created by 
the new members to be held in February.  
 The Operations sub-committee will focus 
on identifying new corporate sponsors, 
streamlining the new ABC project struc-
ture, and developing a strategic plan.  
 The Community Engagement sub-
committee will be revising the intake ques-
tionnaire, reaching out to schools to deter-
mine needs for backpacks, and coordinat-
ing the backpack handouts/pick-ups.  This 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Annual Dinner 2015 

 On June 9, 2015 the Junior League of Columbus members gath-

ered together to celebrate a year filled with success and accom-

plishments.   

 Many outstanding women were honored that evening.  The 

Sustainer Honoree was Ginny Barney who gave a fantastic 

speech on the impact Junior League has made in her life.   

 Also, honored was  Shari Carroll, President of Charity Newsies.  

Shari was the Community Award recipient.  Through our partner-

ship with Charity Newsies, The Junior League of Columbus has 

been able to accomplish so much with our Adopt a Backpack 

Project.  

 Our President’s Award Winners were Jaylyn Corna, Stephanie 

Dodd, and Diana Yahle.  The Rising Star Award was given to 

Kara Key. These women have all demonstrated dedication to 

their community by going above and beyond in their Junior 

League careers. 

 To conclude the evening, the gavel was passed down to Presi-

dent, Cortney J. Porter by past Junior League of Columbus presi-

dents.  We look forward to what she has in store for the 2015-

2016 year.   

 Congratulations to all the honorees from that evening as well as 

to the 2014-2015 New Member class on completing their New 

Member year!  

New Members enjoying Annual Dinner: (left to right)  

Heather Clark, Cheryl Fields, Mandy Reber, Jessica Hood,  

Whitney Bradley, Andrea Ford, Ashley Gammella 

President Award recipients: (left to right)  

Diana Yahle, Stephanie Dodd, Jaylyn Corna 

2014-2015 President Liz Zuercher & Shari Carroll 

2014-2015 Sustainer Honoree, Ginny Barney  

and her daughter, Joy Barney 
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A Year Review of the Kelton House 

The Kelton House Approaches 40 Years 
of Service to the Community 

In accordance with the Kelton House mis-
sion, the Junior League of Columbus 
works to preserve and develop the Muse-
um facility and collection, interpret local 
history, educate the community and train 
volunteers through a variety of engaging 
programs. 

Junior League and  
Community Volunteers 

We are so grateful to all the volunteers 
who made possible this year’s accomplish-
ments. 

Underground Railroad 

The Underground Railroad Learning Sta-
tion program educates children and adults 
about the fearsome challenges facing runa-
way slaves and abolitionists. This year, 
4,228 children and adults took part in this 
activity. Enthusiastic Junior League and 
community volunteers help bring to life an 
extraordinary time in American history. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial 

In this last year of the commemoration of 
the Civil War Sesquicentennial, the Muse-
um presented these programs: The Battle 
of Brice’s Crossroads: A Stunning Victory 
for the Confederates, A Short History of 
Camp Chase, 1861-1865, Confederate 
Columbus, At Lincoln’s Deathbed: One 
Woman’s Recollection, Ohio Mourns: The 
Music of Abraham Lincoln’s Funeral Ob-
servances, Lincoln: “Ohio Has Saved the 
Nation,” Living Hell, The Dark Side of the 
Civil War. 

Girl Scout Programs 

Under the leadership of Sara Barton, the 
Museum presented three sessions of an 
official Girl Scout patch program. Cele-
brating HERstory teaches girls about 
women’s life in the 19th century through 
tour, demonstration, Tea etiquette, crafts 
and storytelling. The Girl Scouts could 
also participate in two sessions of a pro-
gram focused on the Underground Rail-
road, presented in January and March. 
Mary Oellermann and Tamora Lupton-
Wilkinson ably led this effort. 

Tours 

The Museum offers a self-guided audio 
tour Monday – Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m., Saturdays from 1:00 p.m. – 
4:00 p.m. The docent-led tour is available 
on Sundays from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Thank 
you to all our docents: Subha Lembach, 
Ann Dewitt, Emily Pucker, Beth Eck, 
Molly Fanning, Diane Selby, Teresa 
Diserio, Leslie Blankenship, Lanna Blue, 
Scott Caputo, Teresa Carstensen, Kathe 
Daniel, Geoff Dean, Jennifer Doggett, 
Don Galbraith, Dee Hedges, and Mark 
Welch. 

Experiential Tourism 

Sophia’s Secret and Tour and Tea with 
Sophia (first-person interpretation tours), 
featuring Underground Railroad Learning 
Station staff member Mary Oellermann, 
continue to attract an enthusiastic audi-
ence.  

Holiday Exhibit 

The Museum exhibited the Michael Girard 
collection of late 19th and early 20th centu-
ry ornaments and decorations during the 
holiday season. This authentic display 
provides a realistic view of how Victorian 
era Americans celebrated the Christmas 
season. 

Museum Shop 

The Museum Shop allows visitors to take 
home a special Kelton House memory. Joy 
Barney has been instrumental in ordering 
new and popular goods. 

Keltonian 

Published twice yearly, the newsletter pro-
vides an avenue for historic information, a 
calendar of events, development opportu-
nities, donor acknowledgements, and rent-
al information. Miriam Mohamed and 
Melissa Flanigan made sure that the news-

letter was produced and distributed this 
year. 

The Museum in the Community 

Potential visitors have found our presence 
in the Columbus Dispatch, Experience 
Columbus, Ohio Home Schoolers Guide-
book and the Dublin Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau publications. Staff members 
have made presentations for community 
groups including The Ohio State Universi-
ty Summer Recreation program. The Mu-
seum also has a Facebook page and Twit-
ter presence. 

Fundraising 

Friends of Kelton House provide support 
for the completion of the Museum’s interi-
or design and special projects that are not 
budgeted. This year over 230 Friends of 
the Kelton House provided more than 
$13,000 in support. 

The Kelton House Gala, which took place 
on June 27, 2015, raised over $27,000 to 
support the Museum’s education pro-
grams, including the Underground Rail-
road Learning Station. Veronica Bradley 
provided year-long leadership in planning 
and execution, with support from Hayley 
Myers and the Gala committee. 

The Museum received grants from the 
Reinberger Foundation, Harry C. Moores 
Foundation, English Family Foundation, 
the Ohio History Fund, the Franklin Gar-
den Club and an anonymous foundation. 
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Kelton House Gala 2015:  A Night in Napa 

Over 170 guests enjoyed wonderful 
food from Gallo’s Bar & Kitchen, great 
entertainment, a fabulous Silent Auction 
and good company on Saturday, June 27, 
2015. The fundraiser, which grossed over 
$27,000, included artifacts from Califor-
nia’s Napa Valley, with thanks to Lesli 
Lawrence.  

Gala Coordinator, Veronica Bradley, 
and Vice-Coordinator, Hayley Ann Myers, 
created a great event with the help of the 
entire Gala Committee: Olivia Bakunas, 
Anne Beauch, Bliss Cook, Jessica Daley, 
Jill DelGreco, Andrea C.S. Ford, Jessica 
Hood, Alison Lemle, Kristen Mackey, 
Julia Meeker, Hayley Ann Myers, and 
Meredith Stang. Special thanks to Alicia 
Adams who helped Jill DelGreco with 
Treasurer duties. 

Sponsors Chappellet Winery, Colum-
bus Laser Spa, Tommy Gallo of Gallo’s 
Kitchen and Bar, Susan & Neil Rector, 
Georgeanne & Mike Reuter, Ray & Cami 
Mackey, Orange Barrel Me-
dia, Sadie Baby Sweets, Last-

ing Impressions Event Rental, Inc., and 
Shane’s Gourmet Catering provided gener-
ous support for the fundraiser. 

The Night in Napa Host Committee 
also paved the way for the success of the 
Gala.  These “Best Friends” have been 
faithful supporters of the Kelton House 
and include Abercrombie & Fitch, Alicia 
Adams, Olivia Bakunas Joy Barney, Ve-
ronica & Tony Bradley, Jennifer CaJacob, 
Liz CaJacob, Circle of Friends a Sustainer 
Group of the Junior League of Columbus, 
Colleen & Neil Clark, Rachel Foster, Anna 
Karousis, Alison Lemle, Kristen Mackey, 
Charles L. Miller, Motorists Insurance 
Group, Hayley Myers, Mary & Charlie 
Oellermann, Georgeanne & Mike Reuter, 
Amy & Tom Roberts, Julie & Chris Slagle, 
Meredith Stang, State Auto Insurance 
Companies, and Ginny & Rey Yatco. 

Additional in-kind support was provid-
ed by: Courtney Kramer, Courtney Camp-
bell, and Theresa Marquart. 

A special feature of A Night in Napa 
was music in the parlor performed by Bri-
an Michael Smith and the John Vermeulen 
Octet. 

North Coast Casino was in the lower 
level, where guests played blackjack in a 
historic casino setting. Self-guided tours of 
the Museum were available, as well as a 
PowerPoint presentation on the Kelton 
House 2014-2015. 

A Silent Auction was also featured, 
including a week’s stay at a cottage at 
Lakeside, Ohio, the Chautauqua on Lake 
Erie. Thank you to Columbus merchants 
who contributed items and to Kristen 
Mackey, Hayley Myers, and Sandy Trout-
man, who created beautiful silent auction 
displays. 

As always, a sincere thank you to Mo-
torists Insurance Group for allowing Gala 
guests to utilize their parking lots for over-
flow parking. 

Brian Michael Smith and the John 

Vermeulen Octet performing  

Left photo: Subha Lembach &  

Michael Lembach  

enjoying the evening 

Kelton House Gala guests  

playing blackjack 

Right photo: The Kelton House fountain 

decorated with beautiful white flowers 
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Holiday Tour of Homes Retuning to Grandview  

Welcome New Member  

Class of 2015-2016 

Lindley Baxter 

Lauren Bezilla 

Caitlin Brendel 

Kathryn Burwell 

Baylee Butler 

Terry Butterworth 

Kyrsten Chambers 

Janna Cole 

Susan Connelly 

Molly Dames 

Katie DeWitt 

Camille Doty 

Tatum Duckworth 

Marceline Dyer 

Mary Ebaugh 

Amy Eckerson 

Edana Essa 

Leila Ford 

Ellen Fraser 

Emily Frey 

Katherine Gabriel 

Heidi Glanzman 

Allie Hamilton 

Ellyn Hamm 

Alison Heimert 

Lisa Heinzelman 

Ashley Heis 

Agnes Igodan 

Yiema John 

Clare Keeney 

Sarah Kendall 

Colleen Koehler 

Rebeca Kory 

Kendall Krieg 

Mallory Kroll 

Colleen Lamb 

Jacqueline Leuby 

Tara Maine 

Jessica McVicker 

Jenna Miller 

Veronica Murman 

Caitlin Piotrowski 

Victoria Platt 

Brandi Ply 

Holly Potter 

Nicole Robison 

Julie Sablar 

Veronica Scherbauer 

Christy Schirra 

Liesel Schmader 

Kaylyn Schneider 

Kathleen Schnelle 

Kendra Schwarz 

Katie Sentz 

Evanthia Sevastakis 

Abby Sharpless 

Anna Stutler 

Sunni Sugimoto-

DiNicola 

Jamie Tylicki 

Caroline Washnock 

Molly Yeager  

Welcome 2015-2016  

Transfers 

Elizabeth Baker:  Junior League of Chicago, IL 

Elizabeth Reverri:  Junior League of Boston, MA 

Emily Blanding:  Junior League of Oklahoma City, OK 

Vanessa Holt:  Junior League  of Albany, NY 

Karen Bradford:  Junior League  of Gainesville, FL 

Laura O'Dell:  Junior League  of St. Petersburg, FL 

Lauren McKown:  Junior League of Washington, D.C. 

Lucia Weihe:  Junior League  of Houston, TX 

Suzanne Mills:  Junior League  of Parkersburg, WV 

Ashley Parriman: Junior League of New York City, NY 

Tisha Buenaventura:  Junior League of Tampa, FL 

 The 11th annual Holiday Tour of 
Homes will take place on Saturday, 
December 5th in the Grandview / 
Marblecliff area of Columbus.  It is 
the second year in a row the Tour 
will take place in the Grandview 
area and the Holiday Tour of Homes 
committee is excited to grow on the 
successes of last year.  Tickets will 
be $25, but can be purchased at an 
early price of $20 through October 
31st.   
 On the eve of the Tour we will be 
having a Preview Party to celebrate 
the event with food, drink, and fun 
with friends.  The Preview Party 
will be held Friday December 4th at 

King Avenue 5 from 7:00-10:00pm.  
Tickets are $50 and include the Tour 
ticket the following day.  For the 
second year in a row this year’s pre-
view party will have an Ugly Christ-
mas Sweater theme, so find your 
ugliest sweater and celebrate with 
us! 
 There are a ton of great things to 
come in the upcoming months, so 
please check in at 
www.jlcholidays.org for exciting 
updates about Holiday Tour of 
Homes.  

committee will also be responsible for creating a new video for 
the ABC project and taking pictures to post on social media about 
ABC Project events.  
 Each sub-committee is being will be led by a New Member 
Team Leads who is working closely with Jenn DeJong (ABC 
Project Coordinator), Liz Maag (ABC Project Vice-Coordinator) 
and Gina Ginn (Sustaining advisor – and former ABC Project 

Coordinator).  This leadership team is extremely excited engage 
the new members with a goal of growing our number of back-
pack donations to an all-time high. Last year, the ABC project 
supplied 5,000 backpacks, and received over 20,000 backpack 
requests leaving a large demand for this valuable resource in our 
community.  We look forward to seeing everyone at one of our 
fundraisers or at our backpack stuffing events which will be held 
at our generous and wonderful sponsor, Charity Newsies.  
- Jenn DeJong & Liz Maag 

(Adopt-A-Backpack for Children, Continued from page 6) 
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League to sustain and maintain such a gem and intimate space at the Kelton House. The Kelton House impacts thousands of lives 
each year through its unique educational programming, museum tours and special events. 
 
In the year ahead, League members will continue our meaningful work through: Adopt a Backpack for Children (ABC), Kids in the 
Kitchen and through our Quick Impacts collaborations. We are excited to further our commitment in educational readiness and are 
thrilled about opportunity to make a difference in children’s lives! 
 
As members, we will connect the “money to the mission” with our fundraisers. Whether you attend Holiday Tour of Homes in win-
ter, celebrate Spring Gala or round out the year with the Kelton House Gala, these are wonderful events to celebrate the commitment 
and work of our membership and the generosity of donors, sponsors and friends.  
 
Finally, I am looking forward to standing aside each one of you and serving as your President. It is an honor to work with you as 
your servant leader and I am inspired to carry on the Legacy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cortney J. Porter  
2015-2016 Junior League of Columbus President  

President’s Letter (Continued from page 2) 

Upcoming Junior League of Columbus Events 

2015 

October 31: Kelton House Halloween Party 

November 6: An Evening at Argos 

November 10: General Membership Meeting 

November 19: Sustainer Homecoming Luncheon 

December 4: Holiday Tour of Homes Kickoff Party 

December 5: Holiday Tour of Homes 

 

 

2016 

January: Regional Meetings 

February 9: General Membership Meeting 

March: Mini Meetings 

March 19:  Reds, Whites, & ABCs 

April 12: General Membership Meeting 

April 30: JLC Gala 

June: Annual Dinner 

June 25: Kelton House Gala 

Individual Sponsors 
Amy Jo Hernandez  
Ann Lund 
Beth Hamilton 
Corinne Garvey 
Erin Wolf 
Georgeanne Reuter 
Gretchen Myers 
Ida Copenhaver 
Laura Stillman 
Leigh Ann Strahler 

Lesli Lawrence  
Liz Riley 
Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher 
Melissa Kruse 
Molly O'Reilly 
Nancy Jeffrey 
Pamela Bertram 
Paula Brothers 
Simi Botic 
Stephanie Rodgers 
Susan Rector 
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The English House 

583 Franklin Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-4715 

Phone 614-464-2717 

www.jlcolumbus.org 
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Thank You to Our Supporters! 

Corporate Sponsors 
Abercrombie & Fitch 
Ad Vision 
AEP  
Alice’s Piece of Cake  
Angry Bear 
Arbonne 
Argo and Lehne  
Barre3 
Chappellet Winery 
Charity Newsies  
Cleveland Browns 
Columbus Laser Spa 
Columbus Museum of Art 
Columbus Zoo  
Crowne Plaza Columbus Down-
town 
Double Comfort Restaurant 
Drury Inn 
Fitness Edge  

Gallo’s Kitchen & Bar 
Glazer's 
Hayley Gallery  
Jazz Arts Group 
King’s Island 
Lasting Impressions Event Rental 
Magnum Press 
Max & Irma’s  
Molly Woo's Asian Bistro 
Montgomery Inn BBQ  
Motorists' Insurance Group 
New Albany Symphony 
Nurtur the Salon 
Om2ohm Spa Package 
Orange Barrel Media  
Party Panache  
Professional Imagery 
PurePressed Juciery 
Recipe Express  
Refectory, The  

Relish the Moment Photography  
Shadow Box Live 
Shane’s Gourmet Catering 
Southwest Airlines 
State Auto  
Sadie Baby Sweets 
Tartan Fields Country Club 
The Lofts Hotel 
Title Boxing Club – Grandview 
WCOL 92.3 
Worthington Dental 
Yoga on High 
Zina Sterling Silver 


